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ANOTHER STUDY OF THE BASIC ECONOMIC LAW OF SOCIALISM 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 pp 2-18 
[Article by Wu Jiang (0702 3068) | 

(Text) The History of the Discussion 


l. In 1952 Stalin put forward the basic economic law of socialism in 
his work “Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR." Nowadays most 
Marxist economists agree that this is a great contribution to Marxist 
economic science. This law did not come about easily. That is to say, 
getting to know it involved a certain process of cognition. Although 

on various occasions Marx, Engels and Lenin had hinted at the existence 
of such a law, from the 1920's theoretical circles in the Soviet Union 
had a prolonged debate on the existence of an objective basic economic 
law for a socialist society as well as on what was the basic economic 
law of socialism. At that time most economists did not acknowledge the 
objectivity of economic laws. They even believed that economic Laws 
existed only in a society without organization, that as soon as capital- 
ism died out economic laws would also die out, and then man's objective 
will would replace economic laws. They therefore considered the role of 
the subj«c tive factors--the party and the state--in terms of absolutes 
and believed that “a socialist state with planning is the only source of 
national economic movement and development." By the 1930's, although 
people acknowledged the existence of economic laws under the socialist 
system, the content of the laws was still taken as man's subjective will, 
and policies and laws were confused. Furthermore, people did not 
acknowledge that there was an objective basic economic law for a soci 
ist society. Some said that, if people were bent on discovering a basic 
economic law of socialism, then that law was actually the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. In the late 1940's and early 1950's academic circles 
in tne Soviet Union discussed this problem. Ste in hiaself joined the 
discussion and wrote his conclusive ideas (namely, the book “Economic 
Problems of Socialism in the USSR"). Stalin pointed out that economic 
laws had the property of objectivity and tnat the laws for a socialist 
society were no exception. He also saic that every society could have 
only one basic economic law, which determined ali the main aspects and 


 ] 








main processes of development of that society's production. Stalin 


elieved that the concept of such a basic economic law most appropriate 
apitaliam was the law of surplus value, and modern capitalism aimed 

it wetting maximum profits. Based on the relevant expositions of Marx, 

deels and Lenin on the basic economic law of socialism, Stalin explained 

thie law as follows: "The securing of the maximum satisfaction of the 

constantly increasing material and cultural needs of the whole society, 

throuch the continuous expansion and perfection of socialist production 


on the basis of higher technology.” 


Needless to say, categorically pointing out the existence of a basic 
cconomic law in a socialist society and showing the objectivity of 
economic laws under the condition of socialism were of enormous signifi- 
ance to the economic theory and economic practice of socialism. After 
Stalin's death, Khrushchev completely negated Stalin and the Soviet 
Jnion's economic circles and reassessed Stalin's economic theory. Some 
people criticized Stalin's expositions on the basic economic law of 
‘ocialism for placing consumption and not production in the prime posi- 
tion. Later some people simply completely negated this theory of Stalin's, 
saying that Stalin had coined the concept of the basic economic law of 
socialism out of the void just to show his tremendous contribution to 
Marxism. But since the 1960's an increasing number of people have 

riticized this viewpoint which negates the basic economic law and have 
affirmed that Stalin's viewpoint on this law is correct. But there have 
seen arguments about the form of expression of the aim of production. 
Some put it as “most fully satisfying people's continuously increasing 
material and cuitural needs," and some as “securing the full welfare and 
free, all-round development of the whole society and all its members." 
Doubtlessly, it is necessary to discuss in various ways the law itself 
(as well as the forms of expression of this law). Not only is this 
necessary today, but it will be necessary in the future, too. 


s. The publication of "Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR" was 
awarded great attention by our people and party. Comrade Mao Zedong 
pointed out in his article mourning Stalin's death that Stalin had con- 
tributed the theory on the basic economic law of socialism. The theory 
of this law played an important guiding role when our party formulated 
the first and second five-year plans. Comrade Zhou Enlai clearly 

pointed out in his report on the work of the government at the first 
session of the First NPC: "The sole aim of the socialist economy is to 
satisfy the people's material and cultural needs." This law was later 
reflected in the general program of the party constitution adopted at 

the eighth congress of our party. The program contained the following: 
“The basic aim of all the party's work is to satisfy to the greatest 
extent the people's needs in their material and cultural life. Ther-.- 
fore, on the basis of the development of production, the people's liveli- 
nood must be gradually and continually improved, and this is also a 
necessary condition for enhancing the people's enthusiasm for production.’ 
It should be said that this was a very important guiding ideology in the 











hew i ricai stage of our party. nowever, Chis paragraph disappeared 


in the Weequent general programa of the party constitution. 

+, Our country's economic circles have already had three discussions of 
| relatively large scale, including the current one, on the basic eco- 
nomic law of soctalism, The first discussion, which took place from 


\Y55 to 1955, was centered mainly around the role which the law would 
play during our country's transition period. That discussion was con- 
‘picuously of the nature of a theoretical study and exploration. The 
‘cond discussion deserves special attention. It took place in 1961, 
‘hen our country's national economy was suffering from a setback and was 
undergoing a process of arduous readjustment. Serious problems were 
facing us. We were being penalized for violating objective economic laws. 
(theoretical work should not have circumvented these grave practical prob- 
lems. However, apart from practical readjustment measures taken to amend 
the errors in economic work, theory was timidly used in its own pure and 
abstract form merely to reflect the existence of the problems. The issues 
put torward for discussion at that time were centered mainly around the 
aim ot social production. They included: Should the study of the basic 
economic law of socialism start with studying the aim of production or 
with analyzing basic economic contradictions? Was the aim of socialist 
production an objective economic category or a category of subjective 
consciousness? Was the aim of socialist production the basic motive 
force of the development of social economic life? And so on. 


>». The third discussion is the current one, beginning in October last 
year. This discussion is taking place just when our country's national 
economy is again suffering another setback and is in a new period of 
readjustment and restructuring. In addition, the discussion is again 
centered around the aim of production. Instead of saying that this is a 
coincidence of history, we should rather say that this reflects the con- 
tinuity of problems in history. Therefore, the problem can be said to be 
a historical one. Of course, what is more important, this demonstrates 
that the problem of the aim of social production is a fundamental one in 
our economic activities and therefore will often reoccur. The discus- 
sion was set off after Comrade Ye Jianying gave an important speech on 
behalf of the party Central Committee at the 30th anniversary of National 
Day. The subject of discussion was the 30 years of economic practice. 
txperience over the past 30 years is to be conscientiously summed up in 
planning for the next 20 years. The theoretical task of this discussion 
is difterent from that of the second discussion. The second discussion 
could not take place in an aostract theoretical form and may be suspected 
of having been “empty talk." In contrast, from the start the current one 


nas been closely linked to the important real problems of economic con- 
struction which have existed for many years. Vigorous attempts have 

been made to explain these problems theoretically. This is a serious and 
active attitude. These problems include: Why is it that economic plan- 
ning did not proceed from the people's consumption needs but instead 
proceeded from the growth targets for certain categories of principal 











VV induatrial 


T yroducts such a8 iron and steei’ Why is that accumula- 
tion and consumption have been disproportionate for long periods of time, 
iid the long-existing Livelihood problems of the people in the urban areas 
uid the countryside have not been duly solved? Why has the capital con- 
struction front always been made increasingly extensive? Why is it that, 
sithough for more than 20 years we have been talking about observing the 


order of priority of “agriculture, light industry, heavy industry,” now 
we ore still observing the order of “heavy industry, light industry, 
igriculture’? Why is heavy industry unable to serve agriculture and 


ligot industry satisfactorily? Why are many enterprises responsible to 
the higher authorities alone, not to the consumers, so that they carry 
out production blindly? Why is it that, although overall our country's 
national economic growth rate is not slow, the supply of consumer goods 
still cannot proportionately satisfy the people's needs? In a word, what 
causes have prevented our socialist production from fulfilling its own 
aim? Apart from che sabotage by Lin Biao and the “gang of four," what 
kinds of thoughts and deeds have been playing a dominant role? 


6. Obviously, the problem put forward here is not one of economic p an- 
ning alone, nor is it one of the leadership method or of the management 
system alone. it involves the basic nature and basic aim of socialist 
production. In the final analysis, the problem put forward here is 
whether or not we act according to objective economic laws, in particular 
the basic economic law of socialism; what ve understand by the basic 
economic law of socialism; whether or not we acknowledge it, and whether 
we acknowledge it verbally or in practice. 

’, After briefly looking back and giving simple explanations as above, 
we can now present some views on the problems put forward above. There 
is an argument, or we can call it a concern, that to put forward this 
problem now may lead the masses to inappropriately go after livelihood 
needs to an extent incompatible with the current output level. I think 
that from our analysis below anyone can find a fair and appropriate 
answer to this question. Following the logic of objective economic life 
itself, our study must start from the issue of the aim of social produc- 
tion. 


On the Aim of Social Production 


S$. 1 think that one view put forward in the discussion in 1961 is cor- 
rect, namely, that studying the basic economic law of any social forma- 
tion must proceed from studying the objective aim of social production. 
The aim of production in a certain society determines the main content 

of the basic economic law of that society. If we can discover the aim of 
social production of a particular social economic formation (obviously, 
liscovering the aim of social production necessitates examining the mode 
of social production and analyzing the basic economic contradictions), 
this is tantamount to having discovered the motive force behind the 
development of this social formation. Then we have established a 
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ourse, a general relation between production and consumption as 


well as interactions between them do exist in the capitalist system. All 
roduction depends for its existence upon consumption. No production can 
xist without consumption, and this is also true of capitalist production, 
ince only consumption can enable the products produced to become real 
products. In addition, only consumption can generate people's renewed 
needs. it is for this reason that capitalists cannot help being 


enthusiastic about surveying market conditions and the composition of 

onsumption. This is even more true of modern capitalism. To conduct 
market research or market forecasts on a global scale, capitalists are 

tten willing to invest huge sums. At the same time, capitalism aiso 
creates its own consumption. Sometimes it can even create a consicerably 
nigh level of consumption. Some more sophisticated capitalists even 
dJeclare that they want to “improve” the workers’ livelihood, saying, 
"Make the cake larger." Some call themselves "welfare states." Bu for 
the capitalists the purpose of all this is to insure profits, to insure 
maximum profits, or to stabilize a high profit rate. In the final 
analysis, consumption, as a general "aim of production, is still a means 
for the capitalists. Therefore, the apparently considerably high level 
of consumption attained by modern capitalism (compared with backward 
ountries) still cannot help remove the antagonistic contradiction 
between the expansion of production and the relative inadequacy of the 
consumption base. (We can clearly see this point by observing various 
anomalies of the capitalist market and its crises.) This high level of 
consumption will only serve to perpetuate and aggravate the basis of 
such a contradiction. 


13. Conditions are completely different under the socialist mode of 
production. Socialism replaces capitalism. Its essential characteris- 
tics are replacing the private ownership of the means of production by 
public ownership, practicing the method of "from each according to his 
ability and to each according to his work" and eliminating the exploita- 
tion of man by man. Due to the socialist production relations, the aim 
of social production can only be the satisfaction of the material and 
cultural needs of all members of society, not anything else. All other 
aims are incompatible with the socialist nature of production. Engels 
said that, after the abolition of private ownership of the means of 
production, social production will "carry out social, planned adjustment 
of production according to the needs of the whole society and all its 
members.'’ Then, "through social production all members of society can 
enjoy a rich and increasingly plentiful material life. Not only can 
this be insured; in addition, the full and free development and use of 
their physical and mental abilities can also be insured." ("Anti- 

Dul ring,'"’ "Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 20, pp 304, 307) 
The "Manifesto of the Communist Party” says: "In bourgeois society, 
human labor is but a means to increase accumulated labor. In communist 
society, accumulated labor is but a means to widen, to enrich and to 
promote the life of the laborer." ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels,’ 
Vol 4, p 481) Lenin also clearly said that after the abolition of private 
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. the people's lLiveliheed and welfare needa, including the needs 


iterial life and cultural life. Production is for the purpose of 

it ine euch needa. Our production must utilize the means of produc- 

on, but the consumption of production is ultimately for the purpose o! 

itiefving man'e livelihoed needs. According to Stalin's generalization, 

duction is to satiefy man and his needs, This is not the so-called 

simplietic “consumption” viewpoint. This is precisely the aim and alse 
Chis tive force of @  cLaliat production. If the consumption in produc- 
tien and the needs for expanded production are also taken as “aims,” then 
svat will be the etate of affairae’? Then effectively the aim of production 


ve production iteelf, and this is production for production's sake, 
curse, thie is a dietinction in a limited sense only, because accord- 
ing to long=term implications, production itself is ultimately also con- 
sumption. But to confuse the aim with the means on account of this is 
incorrect. We will see below the evils of such confusion. 


3. in the past we put forward the slogan “Develop the economy and 
‘fgure supplies.” Can we use this brief slogan to replace our foregoing 
iscourse on the basic economic law of sociali:a? No. Initially put 
forward in 1942, the slogan “Develop the economy and insure supplies” 
does not concern the aim of socialist production and does not give 
expression to the contradiction between proauction and consumption 
peculiar to socialism. That slogan means that during wartime we had to 
rely on developing the economy (and not simply rely on fiscal means) to 
solve “the problems of supplying funds for the living and operating 
expenses of tens of thousands of troops and civilian personnel, in other 
words, the problem of supplying funds for waging the war." ("Economic and 
Financial Problems in the Anti-Japanese War," "Selected Works of Mao 
Zedong, Vol 3, p 846) There.orve, this slogan obviously is unsuitable 
for expressing the basic economic law of socialism. 


24. Then what are included in the material and cultural needs of the 
whole society or man? (Marx explains social needs as "the socially 
developed needs of man.) In the general sense, currently such needs 

an be categorized as follows: The first category includes 1) individual 
needs (the individual's and his family's constantly growing livelihood 
needs, mostly satisfied by individual labor); and 2) society's public 
needs (culture and education, medical and health services, entertainment, 
the welfare of enterprises and collectives, social relief and other 
facilities, as well as all livelihood service trades and so on). The 
second category is the expenses of the state machinery, including 3) the 
state's administrative and management expenses and 4) national defense 
expenditures. The technical military equipment used for national defense 
aiso | ins the means of subsistence in the form of final products. It 
must be clarified that, as an economic category, “needs” refers to the 
‘iret category. It should be said that this is the very aim of produc- 
tion. The second categorv serves the first. It is a deduction from the 
consumption funds. It is used for creating a stable, peaceful and 
orderly work and living environment. The state also shoulders the 


ll 














production, lheretore, this 

' ige tor tasuring the “needs.” 
iture WLll cease to exist in the future 
ernmational conditione also permit) : 


sft exiet forever with mankind. 
oneumption funds, if more is spent 
it » ' 1 lege will be apent on item l, if 
md category, then leas will be available for the 
a. Thie is a contradiction. It is a very 
" LOU. in the use of the consumption funds, 
ra i and item 2 deserves our attention, 
’ the first and second categories deserves 
tent deduction from the consumption funds, 
i sary. ut the proportion of the deduction 
ie of the level of the consumption funds, 
on the second category is proportionately too large, 
aces t needs of the first category, then economic 
the ovement of the people's livelihood inevitably 
iffected. Therefore, we need to make a good study of 
Li e relationship between the first and second caterories in 
il valu ff consumption 
t seople's constantly growing material and 
ethod and sole guarantee is to continually 
t s alist production. There is no other way. We 
the people's livelihood only on the basis of 
gi ct in ir requirements cannot be too high or hasty, 
si untry's economy is still very backward at 
the level of Livelihood consumption must correspond to 
7 ent of production. Surpassing a certain level 
r< nd going after high consumption levels 
esult in harming production, so that the material founda- 
sing the level of Livelihood consumption will be damaged. At 
veloping countries’ national education, particularly their 
ucation, is faced with an important problem of preventing the 
fa -cal "oremature viewpoint and requirement of con-~ 
id the influence of the developed countries’ consumption 
1 requirement i fcen easily generated amon; some young people 
leveloping countries. (One oter problem is the prevention of 
jlation growth. Shortly after the October Revolution, Lenin 
" we are showered with new demands from all sides, we say that 


t : ery 
that wiiy 
* 
’ 
‘ : : ’ . 
; ‘4 ‘ 
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hat is ju what socialism means, when each wants to 
in iii Want to en joy the benefits of life. But 
rr, and it is impossible just now to satisfy all 
ie so difficult to build the new edifice in the 


Fifth All-Russia Congress of Soviets of Workers’, 
and Red Army Deputies,” “Collected Works of Lenin,” 
be added here is that disruption is not caused 














he enemies, ometimes during the construction process some dis 
tion iused by our Own mistakes, in the latter situation it is 
irticulaely important and also particularly difficult to alter the 
eitinente of the masses (make them consciously reatrain their desire 
sumption) through education. However, if we clearly explain the 
\tuation to the masses and conscientiously sum up experience, the masses 
will congider the overall situation and overcome the difficulty with one 


: vertheless, however difficult the conditions are, we communists 
iave a responsibility to earnestly and competently organize the people's 
omic life. Soctalist laborers naturally should not be governed by 
the narrow viewpoint of calculating with the heartlessness of a Shylock 
/vether one has not worked half an hour more than someone else, whether 
me is not gettine less pay than someone else.” ("The State and Revolu- 
tion, “Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 25, p 455) They should consider 
the state's difficulties and work selflessly. However, the state and its 
leadet ist have concern for the laborers’ livelihood. If there are more 
iirdsiips in the livelihood of the masses, we should have more concern for 
improving their livelihood, and this should be taken as the starting point 
of all our work. nr said: “Concern for individual interests can 
mprove production.” “The Fourth Anniversary of the October Revolution,” 
llected We rks of venta," Vol 33, p 39) This is a truth. The develop- 
ment of production and improving the people's livelihood must be consid- 
ered together. Under certain special conditions, in view of some impor- 
tant and urgent production tasks, it is necessary to demand some limita- 
tions or some limited sacrifice of livelihood. (Of course, satisfying the 
inimum livelihood needs ru it be insured; otherwise, no production can be 
carried out.) However, unde. general conditions, in the overall national 
onstruction and in the overels national economic planning, we cannot 
think that production planning and livelihood planning can only proceed in 
ditterent orders. The two must oe ccasidered simultaneously, so that they 
proceed proportionately and in harmony. Our First Five-Year Plan put 
foreard growth targets for production and the people's consumption at the 
same time and fixed an appropriate proportion between the two. For exam 
le, the plan specified a 33-percent growth in 5 years for the workers’ 
verage wages (the real growth being 33.5 percent) and a 30-percent 
rowth in 5 years for the peasants’ total income. Likewise, the Second 
ive-Year Plan specified a 25 to 30=percent growth in 5 years for the 
workers’ average wages and an equal growth rate for the peasants’ income. 
.t is certain that if the Second Five-Year Plan had not been disrupted and 
ad been carried out steadily these targets for improving the livelihood 
| the workers, the peasants and the laboring masses could definitely 
nave been achieved. We should not forget such a successful experience. 


national economic planning, simultaneously planning production and 
.velinood is called duly handling the relations between accumulation and 
onsumption. The relations between accumulation and consumption are the 
simultaneous allocation of the national income into two parts: one part 


L3 





sLabi.ehine Material freeerves afd expanding 
jhatior tie other pact for satisfying individuals’ 


we , the achievement of a rational proportion 
‘tional te that the continual growth of 


i an t ov reaponding, gradual improvement of the 
' | mu be simultaneously insured, and that the collec- 
tive, igeterm inter quat be iateerated with the individual, immediate 


7 \ocleive condition for satisfactorily planning the 
conomy, enabling the national econumy to develop steadily 
reproduction te proceed swocthly. Whether our economic 
- tie basic economic law of soctalisw and whether it deviates 
celaliet preduction depends to 4 very great extent on how 
ropertionai relationahip between accumulation and consumption is 
since the founding of the People's Republic our country's 
Mai omy has undergone two major readjustments, the focus of each 
readjusting toe proportional relationship between accumulation and 
Qeumption. We should pay great attention to this point. 


y ‘t without exception, in socialist countries the relation between 
sccumulation and consumption ts a very acute problem in economic leader- 
> wore. Seoctaliem provides wide possibilities for the development o- 


sroduction, and accumulation ie che source of expanded reproduction and is 
iety's most important progressive function" (Engels). Everybody has 


the eubsective desire to rapidly boost production. Therefore, people 
wave use the -reatest poseiole portion of the national income for accumu- 
lation. (With . given effectiveness of production and a given utilization 


| resources and equipment, the growth rate of production depends on 
propertion of accumulation in the national income. Therefore, accumu- 
lation and the rate of production are closely related.) In addition, 
couse the socialist economy is centralized and planned and because the 
ite exercises unified leadership over the economy, it is very easy to 
expand the prepertion of accumulation in the national income. Capitalism 
different. The spontaneity, the direct operation of market laws, 
ad other factors in capitalism very often limit the deliberate 
raising of the amount of accumulation. In times of crises and economic 
lepresaion, accumulation may even fall behing the depreciation of fixed 


: Laliem can avoid the sort of waste that occurs in capitalisa, 

‘ine materialized labor and human labor for expanded reproduction. It 

im achieve hieher accumulation rates through planning. This is a char- 
scteriatic and merit of socialiem, but it is also where errors most easily 

ur. As early as the 1950's our country's knowledgeable leaders in 

economic work gave a timely warning: special caution should be exercised 
in raising the proportion of eccumulation in the national income. How to 
nandle the relationship betweea consumption and accumulation to achieve a 
balanced proportion, what is he attainable accumulation rate in a cer- 
tain time period, how to manage and use accumulation funds, and so on-- 
these are currently problems of prime importance in our economic life. 
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‘hey are pow Matters of interest to all (not only to economic workers or 
wotkerts to economic theory). Chen Boda proposed that accumulation reach 
i rate of 60 percent. This was sheer nonsense. Let us look at some 

wtet According to information supplied by foreign economists, socialist 
ountriles generally use a quarter or one-fifth of their national income for 
wccumulation; that te, the accumulation rate is generally 25 or 20 percent. 
Some countries attain an accumulation rate of over 30 percent in certain 
time veriods. In 13 of the 26 years between 1953 and 1978, our country's 
accumulation was over 30 percent, The highest figure was 43.8 percent (in 
ivy59). Ia 3 of those years the accumulation rate vas lower than 20 per- 
cent. Overall, in 30 years of our country's history, when the accumuia- 
tion rate exceeded 30 or 35 percent the rate of growth of the national 
income dropped, the rate of growth of the state's fiscal revenue dropped, 
labor productivity fell, economic effects were poor and, consequently, 

the improvement of the people's livelihood was affected. Conversely, when 
the accumulation rate was not above 25 percent, the growth rates of the 
national income and fiscal revenue were higher, labor productivity rose 
more rapidly, economic results were good and the people's livelihood 
enjoyed more improvement. Of course, other causes were partly responsible 
fer the differeaces between these two kinds of results (such as management 
problems and so on). But the main factor at work was the objective 
internal relation between accumulation and consumption. 


ji. On the basis of 30 years of experience, we may say that to achieve a 
faster development on our poor and backward foundation, and to achieve 
the targets of the four modernizations, it is necessary to pay great 
attention to accumulation and to maintain a relatively high accumulation 
level. But in view of our country's conditions, such as having a large 
population, a weak foundation, a low per capita national income and a 
poor living standard for the people, in a certain period of time in the 
future our country's accumulation rate should generally and appropriately 
be around 25 percent of the national income, and the 30-percent limit 
should net be easily exceeded. Only by adopting an appropriate accumu- 
lation rate and concentrating efforts to improve economic effects can we 
secure due control over the situation. 


\2. Some comrades, enthusiastic about one-sidedly effecting a "high 
accumulation rate” in the past, have now changed their tune and say thit 
no one knows what the ideal accumulation rate should be. Actually, they 
imply that “approximately 25 percent" is groundless. This is incorrect. 
we put forward such a numerical limit, suited to the present situation, 
on the basis of both positive and negative experience over the past 30 
years and on the basis of real data from various periods. What is more 
important, we considered various factors in the national economy which 
impose constraints on accumulation. For example: 1) Accumulation is 
constrained by the rate of growth in the expenditure of national income. 
The rate of growth of accumulation funds cannot exceed the rate of 
growth in the expenditure of national income. In the 26 years between 
1953 and 1978 our country's expenditure of national income (not adjusted 


15 














ie 


t 


”~ 





accumulation) tnereased by 
i! ut accumulation funds increased by 
, vious exceeding the limit. There= 
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supplying the means of production, 
companied by corresponding quantities of 
rials, fuel, equipment, and so on. In 
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‘t basic constraint is the people's current 
or \uisite of consumption, To raise the level 
anded reproduction, and to achieve this 
A ACCUMULAALILON,. Therefore, under general condi- 
7 onsumption cannot ‘ceed the rate of 
o1 .) tye inerease in labor productivity. The 
ai. The latter rate must be nigher than the 


mn is tor the sake of consumption. In a certain 
jinancial and material resources are fixed and limited. 
leLermining the proportion between accumulation and consump- 
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om the people's current needs and consider the 
wth. That is to say, in the first place we must 


ate of growth of the people's basic means of sub- 


for the people's clothing, food, housing, trans- 
Then we compute the growth rates for 
ndustry necessary to cope with such growth, the 


ndustry which serves agriculture and light industry, 
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onal relationships within heavy industry. To 
tisty the prerequisite conditions for production, 
id competently plan for the fuel and motive 
mmunications and transport industry, achieving 
nder our country's present conditions, this is a 
imaury consideration in readjusting the propor- 
in be said with good grounds that the propor- 
een accumulation and consumption, determined 
itation and procedure, is suited to the require- 
such planning does not involve the 
not heavy industry is important, and it certainly 


ether developing heavy industry is desirable. 
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purpose of solving the problem of how we can best 


e proportional relationship and rate of development for the 
nai economy, inciuding those for heavy industry. The basic 
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‘), Some people believe that, if we can only keep the people's consump- 
tion level from falling, then the accumulation rate can be continually 
raised (actually, thie means that the scale of capital construction can 
ve continually expanded). Many years' practice has proved that this 
‘ewpoint Ls tnappropriate, Firet, under the condition that livelihood 
consumption does not expand and increase correspondingly but simply 
remains constant, the continual raising of the accumulation rate and 
continual expansion of the scale of capital construction is divorced 
from reality and is dangerous (though the increase in accumulation partly 
lepends on the consumption of production). Second, to raise the accumu- 
lation rate, in particular to expand capital construction, we must not 
just consider the state's corresponding financial and material resources. 
in addition, in allocating such resources we must follow a rational proce- 
dure and must first insure the production of the minimally required means 
of subsistence; then we must insure the production of the necessary means 
of production; finally we can use the remaining portion for capital con- 
struction. This is what we call the principle of “assigning priority to 
production over capital construction" or "assigning priority to simple 
reproduction over expanded reproduction." This is mainly for the sake of 
insuring the satisfaction of the people's minimal livelihood needs, as 
well as avoiding inappropriate expansion of the scale of capital con- 
struction, which may displace the production of goods necessary for the 
people's livelihood. At certain times in the past we went against the 
principle that the scale of national construction must correspond to the 
state's financial and material resources, as well as the principle of 
“assigning priority to production over capital construction." Very often, 
whenever the economic situation was a bit better, we wanted to get going 
and go all out. For example, after the Great Leap Forward, between 1963 
and 1965, the 3 years of readjustment (during those 3 years the average 
accumulation rate fell to 22.7 percent) enabled the economic situation to 
become slightly better. In 1966, the first year of the Third Five-Year 
Plan period, the accumulation rate was abruptly increased to over 30 
percent without scientific computation. During the 3 years between 1967 
and 1969, because of the national chaos and the stopping of production at 
many factories, the accumulation rate was forced to drop to below 23 per- 
cent. But in 1970 it again abruptly rose to 32.9 percent. In subsequent 
vears the accumulation rate was always over 30 percent. Consequently, 
the contradiction between accumulation and consumption was again aggra- 
vated. Capital construction displaced both livelihood and production. 
in particular, the effectiveness of accumulation and that of capital 
construction investment continually declined. According to investiga- 
tions by the departments concerned, in recent years it has taken an 
average of 10 years for large and medium-scale construction projects to 
be completed and put into production. This is double the time needed 
during the First Five-Year Plan period. The losses caused are alarming. 
We say that the viewpoint mentioned at the start of this paragraph is 
inappropriate, because it provides grounds for such practice. 
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io juctien ter Preduction's Sake" Exist in 
incussion about the basic economic law of socialism puts 
tw | ‘ wT\i i itt ; Ls we if Attent Lon; that is, it points out 


enon of “production for its own sake" exists among us. 
production's sake” possible in socialism? If this 

(is vnat le its nature? How is it different from 

roduction for production’ ake" under capitalism? What are its causes? 


2. UUSLLOLS. 


rx analyzed the conversion of surplus value into capital in 


Lu ; ipter 22 of “Das Kapital,” he said that the capitalist's 
ition was “the fanatical pursuit of the growth in value. The capi- 
sly forces the human race to produce for production's sake. 
thu the development ot the productive forces of society and 
reat e material conditions for production.” ("Collected Works of 
Mat 1 ns ‘+, Vol 23, p 649) Lenin also repeatedly mentioned this 
inalyeed capitalist production. For example, in his works 


ritique of Economic Romanticism’ and "The Development of Capitalism 
Russia, he pointed out that, compared with production in past eras, 





the characteristic of capitalist production was the priority given to the 
ction of the means of production, but the trend toward expansion of 
juct i nd the Limited consumption of the people became increasingly 
idietorvs Lenin said: "It is really ‘production for production's 
Ke' == ‘xpansion of production without a corresponding expansion of 
no. ‘itt is the sort of contradiction that corresponds to the 
ery natur ipitalism and to the other contradictions of this system 
ial economy. Lt is this expansion of production without a cor- 


lin oansion of consumption that corresponds to the historical 
n of capitalism and to its specific social structure: the former 
lops the productive forces of society; the latter rules out the 


‘ilization of these technical achievements by the mass of the popula- 
tion. ‘The Development of Capitalism in Russia," "Collected Works of 
nin,’ | 3, p 35) Here two points merit attention: 1) Both Marx and 


enin pointed out that “production for production's sake” is a mani- 
tation o! the very nature of capitalist production, and in particular 
mapifestation of the “law of development of capitel" that “fixed capi- 
tal grows faster than variable capital." 2) They pointed out that, 
»jectively, "production for production's sake" in capitalism led to 
reat developments in society's productive forces. Marx even said: 
“These conditions alone can form the real basis of a higher form of 
ty, a society im which the full and free development of every indi- 
sidual constitutes the ruling principle." ("Collected Works of Marx and 


els,” Vol 23, p 649) Lenin said that it was incorrect for Russia's 
\rodniks to fail to perceive the historical progressiveness of "produc- 
ti or production's sake" in capitalism. 








io, Joe Che phenomenon of “production for production's sake" exist 


under soctaliam? In the book “Economic Problems of Socialism in the 
SSR," Stalin criticized Yaroshenko's economic viewpoint as one of 
‘sroduction for production's sake.” But this criticiam did not involve 


the soclalist economy itself. Stalin did not say that the phenomenon of 
“sroduction for production's sake” existed in the socialist economy. 
Judging from the nature of the socialist economy and from the socio- 
economic system of socialism, it must be said that "production for pro- 
duction's sake" as it exists in capitalism does not and should not exist 
in the socialist economy. This is true, because the purpose of socialist 
production is not to seek profits but is aimed at satisfying the people's 
needs. Expanded reproduction in socialism does not encounter the contra- 
diction between production and consumption like that occurring in capital- 
ism and will not lead to the crisis of surplus output. 


3/. Socialism, according to its nature, does not generate economic 
crisis, but some sort of crisis may appear if there are major errors. 
Likewise, although according to its nature socialist production is not 
“production for its own sake," yet if it is not well controlled, in real 
life socialist production may exhibit a tendency presently called “pro- 
duction for production's sake." This tendency arises when, as a result 
of the violation of the objective basic economic law, the expansion of 
production fails to induce a corresponding expansion in consumption or 
even causes a certain degree of contraction in consumption. Here we are 
not contradicting ourselves. This tendency is an undeniable and objec- 
tively existing economic fact. Of course, the scope and extent of this 
tendency must be honestly and duly analyzed and assessed. 


38. In a certain sense this tendency can be called “production for 
production's sake." In what main arenas is this tendency manifested? 
Judging from past situations, it is manifested mainly in various links, 
such as the distribution of the national income and the use of accumula- 
tion funds, as well as in their consequences. 1) After the First Five- 
Year Plan the portion of the national income used for accumulation was 
often too large. The accumulation rate frequently was too high (even in 
those years when the national income growth rate dropped markedly). A 
serious disproportion existed between accumulation and consumption. It 
has been said that the accumulation rate during the First Five-Year Plan 
period was appropriate. Subsequently, except in those years when we were 
forced to carry out readjustment, the accumulation rate rose continually. 
There were three peak periods: during the Great Leap Forward it was as 
high as around 40 percent; during the Great Cultural Revolution between 
1970 and 1976 it was over 30 percent every year; and in 1978, after the 
smashing of the "gang of four,” it was 36.6 percent. Such high accumu- 
lation rates not only displaced the people's indispensable material and 
cultural needs but sometimes also inevitably caused the people's real 
living standard to fall when the rate of growth of consumption funds 

was lower than the population growth rate. Guided by the policy of high 
accumulation rates, in the past 20 years (1958 to 1978) in our country 
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‘ I ile riese-Che means of procu 
: oa ' he (In roughly the same 
i anc 1.6 to 1 in Yugosiavia.) In 
ation rate Was Ligh waste (ol the 
nt, Lating funds, in capital construction, «1d 
A Tesources and national wealth were 
1 ti of accumulation funds, productive accumula- 
ized, and nonproductive accumulation (for 
in sltural, educational and health facilities, for the 
was Neglected, The proportion of nonproductive 
1i accumulation gradually diminished. Capital 
itment 4 Lit into productive and nonproductive invest- 
rtion of nonproductive investment showed a declining 


t Five-Year Plan period it was 28.3 percent. Dur- 
e-Year Plan period it was 13.2 percent. During the 3- 


ek eriod it was 1l/ percent. In the third and fourth five- 
.t was 10.€ percent and 13.4 percent, respectively. In 
erse proportion'’--the higher the accumulation 
.e proportion of nonproductive accumulation. For a long 
to have a misconception that accumulation was equiva- 
julation. Productive items were neglected. 
as if with only “bone” and without “flesh” the 
row ilthily. Therefore, for many years, in nearly all 
large, medium-sized and small cities and towns, there 
problems concerning municipal construction and the 
fhe supply of houses, communications facilities and 
ices has been highly inadequate. Problems of shortages have 
| These problems have adversely affected production. 
productive accumulation, heavy industry was one- 
red. The st was to sacrifice the normal development of 


imcustry, which are directly related to consumption. 
veloped in isolation. This can be clearly seen in 
wh i the state allocated investments to industry and agri- 
ars (1958 to 1978), of our country's total 
igriculture, the investment in heavy industry 
while lignt industry and agriculture together took up 
29 years between 1949 and 1978 our country's 
ew times, walle light industry grew only 19 times. 
too ereat. 4) Within heavy industry, investment was 
/ to the metallurgical and machine building industries. 
wer and transportation industries have remained backward for 
An exci ively large portion of heavy industry served itself 
ind light industry were conspicuously inadequately served. 
» in 1978 our intry's consumption of steel showed the fol- 
/ 29 percent of the steel was used for machine building, 
for agriculture and the maintenance and repair of agri- 
ery, anc an even smaller proportion, 11.7 percent, for the 
market. Of course, we remember that heavy industry itself 
‘Ss a portion of daily consumer goods to satisfy market demands. 











iddition, heavy industry also includes a portion of military industry, 


part of whose capacity can produce civilian products. This part has not 
peen utilized in the past. 5) Apart from problems concerning the distri- 
bution and use of the national income, “production for production's sake" 
ilso involves certain problems concerning national economic planning and 


management, Our planning syetem and method goes vertically from top to 
bottom without regard to the horizontal relationship between the enter- 
prises and market demand. Many anomalous phenomena result. Many enter- 
prices blindly produce unsatisfactory products. More production results 
in greater overstocking. There are "idle industries" whose products find 
no markets. There are also “duplicated industries" whose productive 
capacity exceeds current needs for their products. Some industries carry 
out production solely for the sake of formalism and winning undeserved 
reputation or for the sake of propaganda, or they even carry out wasteful 
production for political needs or to realize certain political propaganda 
aims which violate economic laws. All these operate under the banner of a 
“planned economy." Therefore, people sometimes describe such "production 
for production's sake” as “production for planning's sake." (Here "plan- 
ning’ naturally refers to that which is divorced from social needs.) 
These situations damage the reputation of the planned economy. 


39, How should we evaluate such a phenomenon of “production for produc- 
tion's sake" in socialist production? Here, of course, the principle of 
one divides into two applies. On the one hand, the achievements in devel- 
oping society's productive forces should be affirmed. For example, 
judging from the overall national economic planning, "taking steel as the 
key link" and the excessive investment in the machine building industry 
have adversely affected the balanced development of the overall national 
economy. However, we can, after all, produce over 30 million tons of 
steel annually, and we possess considerably more than 2 million lathes. 
Since liberation, over 300,000 industrial and communications enterprises 
have been set up in the entire country, and the newly added fixed assets 
have reached a value of over 400 billion yuan. We have established our 
own industrial base. We must say that these technical achievements pro- 
vide he necessary material foundation for modernizing our country's 
national economy and improving the people's welfare. It must be further 
realized that bringing the role of the existing enterprises into play and 
tapping their potentials (such potentials are very great; for instance, 

a vast capacity for lathe production remains idle) are an important means 
of and an important link in our country's current development of the 
national economy and the launching of the four modernizations construc- 
tion. "Tapping potentials must be given priority over new construction.’ 
Inadequately understanding this point is incorrect and will lead to errors. 
During the 3 years since the "gang of four" were crushed the development 
of production, particularly the production of sources of energy, has 
enjoyed considerable success. Compared with 1976, coal output in 1978 
increased by 135 million tons, petroleum by 17 million tons, electric 
power by 53 billion kilowatt-hours and steel by 11.32 million tons. Of 
course, such development is of the nature of a recovery, and the 
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, , i , Ls incorrect to fail to see the achleve- 


lopmen ie productive forces. 
Other hand, we Must admit that the enormous success in 
volved on excessively high cost. If the evils mentioned 
ve had not iyred, cur success would have been much greater, even 
r example, if not for the major evils, our steel output 
ive been er than the current 30 million tons or more. 
st du them are reflected mainly in the prolonged 
\ilure ¢t t the material and cultural needs of society and its 
.l1 as in the serious disproportion in the relations of the 
ind th nsequent anomalies. In the economic arena, 
istry and agr jiture, between light and heavy industries and 
fuel and motive power industry and other industries the 
ne disproportion in the relationships has made the problems 
cease and become increasingly more difficult to handle. In 


t ‘rena of the people's livelihood, between 1958 and 1978 there was 

nardiy any cnange in the wage level of the workers under the system of 
yvnership by the whole people. If we consider the factor of rising com- 
lity prices, for some workers real wages have even fallen. Of couse, 
things snould aot be viewed from this aspect alone. During that period 


npioyment increased, and the total sum of wages increased (with not 
t .alf of the increased wages goint to new workers). The average 
mber of persons dependent on each worker decreased. Therefore, overall 


worket Livelihooa did not deteriorate significantly, but even 
slightly. As for the peasants’ livelihood, currently there are 
able number of production teams in the whole country whose com 
| nave a very low average income and grain ration. Since the 
nashing of the ‘gang of tour,’ wages have been adjusted three times in 


nationwide scale. In particulier, in 1979 the state 
riated huge sums to raise the state purciuse price of agricultural 
jucts, increase the workers’ wages and build workers dormitories with 
irea approaching 60 million square meters, which is the highest 
its kind since the founding of the People's Republic. Therefore, 
tions have been gradually improved. 


peacetul times of development, in a socialist country, so many 
f the people's livelihood have been unfulfilled, production has 
i while livelihood suffers from many shortages, and accumulation 
s expanded while consumption remains stagnant. Therefore, is it an 
‘geration and i not justified to call such phenomena a tendency 
production for production's sake" and to say that such phenomena to 
i certain extent deviate from the aim of socialist production? Undoubt- 
edly, such phenomena dampen the enthusiasm of the people to work and 
lirectly impede bringing the superiority of the socialist economy into 
lav. in addition, they inevitably harm the economy. That is why in 
‘79 our party resolved to adopt the economic policy of “readjusting, 
restructuring, consolidating and improving." 








it should be examined are the causes of such phenomena. Apart trom 
ering the factor of the sabotage by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” 


we vid especially analyze the subjective guiding ideology which caused 
the phenomenon of “production for production's sake." We should take 
roluction for production's sake" and ite consequences as the maieriali- 


Lion of euch guiding ideology. The responsibility for the guiding 
ideology does not reat with the economic departments and those who impie~ 
ment it in general, We cannot simply say that the vast numbers of com 
races engaged in socialist economic work have not solved their probies 
6 regarde “the aim.” Rather, we should say that nearly all of them have 
been diligently serving society. It seems that the fact that the guiding 
ideology is too radical is the main disadvantage in building socialism in 
4 country such as ours, whose economy is backward for historical reasons. 
There was this viewpoint: Instead of letting our country advance slowly 
in steady conditions, so that its economy grew slowly and lagged behind 
the economically developed countries for a long time, we should tempo- 
rarily let the people put up with shortages and temporarily limit the 
satisfaction of the people's needs in order to speed up economic develop- 
ment and narrow the gap as quickly as possible. This would be more com- 
patible with the long-term interests of the country and the people, would 
enable the people's living standard to be raised faster in the future, 
and would enable our country to make greater contributions to mankind. 
is not such a viewpoint and proposition correct? Such propaganda is even 
very appealing. You see, is production not for the sake of consumption’ 
18 it not for higher concumption in the fucure? However, this way of 
doing t*iugs exceeded a proper limit, because it had to be subject to 
the coidition that the entire economy could surely deveiop proportionately 
and that the consumption funds could surely enjoy a definite growth, so 
that the people's current livelihood needs could be satisfied to a 

ertain extent (even if to a lower extent). When this limit was exceeded, 
such an investment allocation occurred: the accumulation rate reached a 
very high level which was contrary to objective capability, so that the 
necessary consumption funds were displaced. Very high investments in 
fixed assets even displaced certain kinds of simple reproduction. In pro- 
juction there were some subjectivist abnormal measures which can sureiy 

be said to be contrary to science, namely, “high targets" and “blind 
lirection.” Consequently, for a period of time the entire national 

onomy was disproportioned and the improving of the people's livelihood 
was atfected, resulting in acute contradictions with the aim of socialist 
production of satisfying society's needs. Long-term interests and immedi- 
ite interests, as well as the “means” and the “end,” were confused at the 


start and were divorced in the end. Economically, more haste resulted in 
less speed. Subjectively, there was 4 desire to demonstrate the superior- 
socialism Lhrough such methods, but as a consequence the superiority 
socialism was ruined to a certain extent. Anyone who to some extent 
ires about the national economic development will probably visualize 
such an unpleasant picture when he closes his eyes and thinks. 








-», There was aleo a theory, “absolute priority must be given to the 
production eof the means of production,” which supported the principle of 
“high acecumulatics rate." Here this theory is specifically manifested 

in the absolute priority given to the growth of heavy industry and to the 
expansion of the ecale of capital construction, For many years our 
accumulation rate has been too high basically because the scale of heavy 
industry and capital construction has been too high. Such a tendency 
vegas in 1956, Consider the investment in capital construction during 
the Firat Five-Year Plan period. In 1954 it grew by 1.9 percent com 
pared with 1953. In 1955 it grew by 14.6 percent compared with 1954, 

in 19560 it abruptly grew by 65.5 percent compared with 1955. Now, 1956 
was the fourth year of the First Five-Year Plan period, and for many 
factories the import of equipment and the installation of machinery took 
place in this year (and in 1957), and the growth rate of capital con- 
struction investment should justifiably have been higher than in previous 
years. But an increase of 65.5 percent in one leap was too abrupt, and 
therefore the supply of material resources was thrown into disequilibrium 
and deficits occurred in the state's finances. This was the famous 
“premature advance” in 1956. Today probably no one will doubt that the 
opposition to premature advance at that time was absolutely necessary and 
a sound policy. But in 1958 the Great Leap Forward appeared. At that 
time the new practice was “taking steel as the key link,” singling out 
steel and using the high target for steei to promote high targets for 

the whole economy. The theoretical basis was still the same: that 
absolute priority must be given to the production of the means of produc- 
tion, and now this was also interpreted as the necessity for the iron and 
steel industry to take absolute priority. Actually, it became running 

ne avy industry for the sake of heavy industry and producing steel for 
steel's sake. Such practice caused great damage to the organism of our 
national economy and had far-reaching effects. Because the experience in 
1956 and 1958 to 1960 had not been conscientiously summed up, because 
people dared not talk directly about the errors, and because it was only 
permissible to oppose the right but not the "left," such practices still 
recurred in 1966, after 1970 in particular, and even up till 1978. 


46. Is it an objective economic law to give priority to the growth of 
the means of production? Under certain conditions it is. For example, 
when the development of production requires large quantities of newly 
added and renewed equipment and the organic component is being augmented, 
it is inevitable to give priority to the growth of the means of produc- 
tion. But here we must not hold any absolute viewpoint, just as when we 
view any other thing. First of all, we must not set the preferred growth 
in the production of the means of production against the coordinated 
Jevelopment of the two major departments. In other words, the preferred 
growth in the production of the means of production must be coordinated 
with the satisfaction of society's consumption needs The reason is, as 
Lenin pointed out, the production of the means of production “is, in the 
final analysis, linked with individual consumption and is varied accord- 
ing to individual consumption." ("Review of Problems in Market Theory," 
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ong production ‘es and which consume many human and mate- 
ind @uet preveat Caeir scale from becoming too large. 
tries consume labor and the means of production for a rela- 


time, but within this time they do not supply any useful 
some other branches of production, however, do not just con- 
r repeatedly asume labor and the means of production in one 
\iso supply means of Livelihood and the means of pre* ction. On 
f production under public ownership a suitable scale of the 
11s letermined so that the former will not harm the latter." 
wital, II," “Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 24, pp 396- 
it for many years we have been doing the very things which “harm 
" On is the many projects which have grown moss. 
, to clarify the aim of heavy industrial production, to avoid 
eavy industry for its own sake, or, as Marx said, to have 
Jlating in advance a rational proportion between the outputs 
two departments, Comrade Mao Zedong stipulated that our planning 
follow the order of priority of “agriculture, light industry, 
" That is, we should proceed from the production of the 
_stence in planning the balanced development of heavy indus- 
jcure and light industry. This is a very correct principle, 
any years certain practices of ours have been carried out in 
avention of this correct principle. 


eel 
~~ 


ond, can we regard the following two things as identical: first, 
ferred growth in the production of the means of production, and 
the proportion and rate of growth of the output of the means of 
tion being higher than those of the output of the means of sub- 
Again, we cannot. The general trend toward preferred growth 
production of the means of production (leaving aside the fact that 
seneral trend” may change under specified conditions) does not mean 
roportion and rate of growth of the output of the means of pro- 
should be higher than those of the output of the means of liveli- 
iny time. Under certain conditions and within a certain period 


roportion and rate of growth of the output of the means of livelihood 


rtainly be higher than those of the output of the means of produc- 
and the former may also be roughly equal to the latter. This situa- 
urs frequently in the history of the economic development of both 
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apltealiem and socialiom, For example, according to computations, in 

the United States between 1954 and 1972 the average annual growth rate of 
all industries was 4 percent, and the output of products of the second 
category grew by 4.5 percent annually, faster than those of the first 
category. (Nete that the output of industries of the first category also 
included the arma output for use in the Korean and Vietnam ware. If this 
nad not been included, the growth rate of the second category would have 
been such higher than the first category.) Some people may think that 
Stalin stressed priority for growth in the production of the means of pro- 
duction and therefore must have made the proportion of the output of the 
means of production higher than that of the output of the means of liveli- 
hood in his planning throughout. Actually, this was not the case. Com- 
pare the Soviet Union's first and second five-year plans: In the Soviet 
Union's First Five-Year Plan the proportion of the output of the means of 
production (of the Category A industries) was higher than that of the out- 
put of the means of subsistence (of the Category B ir ustries), and they 
were respectively 53.3 percent and 46.7 percent. In the Second Five-Year 
Plan the two changed positions, and the output of the means of livelihood 
constituted 52.9 percent and that of the means of production 47.1 percent. 
The growth rate of the output of the means of livelihood was also higher 
than that of the means of production; the former being 22 percent and the 
latter 16 percent. (See Molotov's report on "The Tasks of the Second Five- 
Year Plan" at the 17th congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(Bolshevik)) Later, however, because of changes in the international sit- 
uation, the implementation of the Second Five-Year Plan deviated from the 
above stipulation. Of course, on the whole Stalin still overemphasized 
heavy industry and let it displace agriculture and light industry, so that 
gave consequences resulted. 





48. We have analyzed the phenomenon called "production for production's 
sake" on the basis of the basic economic law of socialism. We do not 
think that this analysis is completely appropriate and comprehensive. 

it may contain elements that are not sufficiently appropriate or compre- 
hensive. I think that our common starting point should be this consid- 
eration: During the 30 years since the founding of the People's Republic 
there have been great achievements, but we have also encountered some 
setbacks and paid a high cost. The experience should be conscientiously 
summed up. Everyone should be allowed to sum up the experience. Under 
socialism, without democracy in economic matters, we cannot begin to talk 
about socialist democracy. We must not refuse to sum up historical 
experience just because the present economic situation has improved. 

Our current economic situation is really fine and our politics are 
correct. But we must make a clearheaded appraisal of the force of habit 
of old practices, formed over many years. Ina certain sense this force 
of habit has become deep rooted. We must see the great difficulty of 
implementing the new policies under such conditions. Lenin said: "If 
yesterday's experience has not enabled us to discover the incorrectness 
0° oid methods, then today we can certainly not learn new methods to 
settle our tasks." ("The Seventh Party Congress of Moscow Province,” 
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in, VV, \, p 7h) ror example, suppose We trip 
, e walking; ¢ 1 tf we want to waik forward correctly, we must 
wi ct rong | w Oi¢ method of walking. Late in the 
| roth jor set x, the experience was not honestly 
| if heequent ) seconG setback occurred, We must not stay 
ve an Oo; 0 avoid another setback, the only correct 
| ically discover the causes of the past setbacks, 
4 rrect the cerorse and steadfastly implement the policy of 
ig, f tructurine, consolidating and imp roving the national 
facing us now is what should be the basis on 
jlate our ¢ . ‘ine ana economic programs, and should 
sider objecti onomic Laws, in particular the basic 
iw of | alien LC early understanding this problem by study- 
rea. Siluation ana historical experience is very important to 
ting the policy of readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and 
national economy, to determining the long- and short-term 
mal economic development and to achieving the four 


t Issue | > Be od at Studying 


at ive not paid attention to doing things according 
economi .aws and have suffered greatly. Now conditions have 
recalled the existence of objective economic 
ze t must be respected. In the past 2 years people 
stiy about the law o: distribution according to work done, 
tional economy's planned proportionate development, and, 
ir, the law of value. But the basic economic law of socialism 
‘ue attention. This shows that for a long time people 
.ously or unconsciously neglected the basic economic task. 
ne 21M Of soctaiist production was put forward for discussion in 
( year, people began to remember the basic economic law of 
L.sm and to conduct discussions on a large scale in relation to the 
t 6 is both very natural and very important, because the basic 
f a given society determines all the main aspects and the 
*s of development of production in the society. It plays a 
role in its social economic activities. This applies to the 
onomic law of soctalism. This law is the main basis on which 
proletarian party and state formulates the line, principles and 


policies tor the socialist period. It is the basic starting point of 





| economic work. This is manifested more directly and obviously when 
us of the party's and the state's work is definitely diverted to 
imi onstruction. 


Presentiy, for many of us the basic economic law of socialism is 
| reaim of necessity. We all have little experience and knowledge. 
we want to really consciously implement the party's line for the 
irrent period of achieving the four modernizations and implement the 
licy of “readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and 








improving" adopted for this purpose, then we must take the basic economic 
law of socialism as our basis and master and apply this law; otherwise 
things will not work. Past experience has clearly prov d this. There- 
fore, the important issue is to be good at studying, and particularly 
yood at studying historical experience, In a certain sense, the success 
of the tour modernizations will depend on how well we study. To study 
well the comrades doing practical work and those doing theoretical work 
must learn from each other, supplementing each other's shortcomings, as 
emphatically pointed out by the responsible comrades of the party Central 
Committee. The comrades doing practical work contribute great efforts in 
restoring and developing the national economy, and their work is very 
heavy, but they must spare more time to learn more theory. In particular, 
they must respect historical experience, improve their consciousness and 
reduce their blindness. I think everyone will realize that this direc- 
tive ts very important. If we are willing to study and if we study well, 
we can certainly make greater contributions to the four modernizations. 
(Compiled on the basis of a report in March 130, 


CSO: 46004 
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UrPHol Toh PRINCIPLE OF PARTY SPIRIT LN PROPAGANDA WORK 


Jeijing RED FLAG tn Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 pp 19-23 
ticle by contributing commentator] 
fext fhe Sth plenary session of the Lith CCP Central Committee pointed 
that to speed up the four modernizations we should uphold and improve 


the party's leadership. Conecientiously upholding the principle of party 
spirit and further strengthering the fighting power of the party's 
propaganda werk are important aspects of consolidating and improving the 
party's leadership. 


Since the smashing of the "gang of four,” and during the year or so 
following the 3d plenary session of the llth CCP Central Committee in 
particular, the party's propaganda departments and the broad masses of 
oropaganda workers have constantly improved their work, strengthened the 
proletarian party spirit and scored marked success in the struggle to 
criticize che ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," 
emancipate their minds and bring ora*r out of chaos and, in the process, 
arry out the party's political, idecasgical and organizational lines. 
However, we should aleo realize thet there are still many shortcomings 
and defects in our work, such as inaccuractes, one-sidedness, tendencies 
toward objectivism and so forth. In addition, a handful of propaganda 
units and propagenda workers have repeatedly violated the rules and 
regulations on propaganda work. Therefore, a matter of primary impor- 
tance is to further sum up experiences, increase understanding and 
strengthen party spirit to improve and consolidate the party's propaganda 
work. 


I. To uphold the principle of party spirit in propaganda work we 
should, first of all, have the firm standpoint of the party, safeguard 
the interests of the party and people and completely and accurately 
propagate the perty's line, guiding principles and policies and reso- 
lutely fight interference from the “left” and right. 


Ours is a proletarian party which works in the interests of the prole- 
tariat and the broad masses of people and faithfully represents the 
interests of people of various nationalities in China. The interests of 


30 








the proletarian class and people are the interests of the party. Apart 
(rom that, the party has no other interests. The entire party's work, 
including propaganda work, and the party's line, guiding principles and 
polleles as well as all our words and deeds should conform to the great- 
est interests of the broad masses of people. They should also be sup- 
ported by the broad masses of people. This should be regarded as the 
highest criterion. The basic way for our party to spread propaganda 

amon, the masses and organize them is to make them realize their own 
interests and unite as one to strive for their own interests. Every- 
thing tor the people (including the proletariat and tie oppressed and 
exploited people throughout the world) is the highest principle of the 
proletarian party spirit. Of course, the category of the people is sub- 
ject to change in light of historical development. At the present stage, 
workers, peasants, intellectuals and other laborers as well as patriots 
fall within the category of the people. Their basic interests are identi- 
cal. Nevertheless, they have their own special interests and requirements 
owing to the differences in their social positions. 


The party is the leading nucleus of all the Chinese people. The party's 
line, guiding principles and policies should reflect the common interests 
of various nationalities and the greatest interests of the broad masses 
of people, as well as the personal interests of people in various fields. 
They should correctly combine the state's partial interests as well as 
overall interests on the one hand and immediate interests and long-term 
interests on the other. Therefore, to uphold the principle of party 
spirit in propaganda work we should not only think of the interests of 
the people and constantly listen to the voice and demands of the masses 
but also fight ideas and actions which are detrimental to the interests 
of the people. In the meantime, our propaganda work should be closely 
linked with the practical interests of the people and their personal 
experiences. We should use the party's line, principles and policies 

to educate and guide the people, so that they will adopt an overall point 
of view and consciously fight for the basic interests of the people of 
various nationalities. At present the focus of our work should be 
centered on propagating the party's political line, principles and poli- 
cies of the new period aad leading people of various nationalities through- 
out the country to strive for the four modernizations with one heart and 
one mind. 


Comrade Mao Zedong repeatedly said: Empty talk is useless, and we must 
provide people with real material interests. Our propaganda workers 
should truly and wholeheartedly serve the interests of the masses, be 
concerned with their well-being and pay attention to their problems of 
production and livelihood. Only thus can we help them gradually raise 
their political consciousness through their own personal experiences, 
understand the party's policies and support the party's resolutions. We 
stress that our work should be based on the practical interests of the 
masses and their personal benefits. Of course, our purpose in doing so 
is to help the masses raise their ideological and political consciousness 
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and arouse their socialist enthusiasm and creativity. Therefore, we 


nould aveid the practice of “holding out economic sops alone without 
talking about primetple.” Lf we fall to talk about the prospects of 
Lalism, ideals and the overall interests of the party and state, 
people's minds will be contined to a narrow realm of immediate interests. 
wiile handling the relations between the leaders and the masses, we 
Ld Oppose poth commandism and tailisna. 


During the days when Lin Bilao and the "gang of four" ran amuck, propa- 
nda workers did not dare talk about the interests of the people, and 

nal material interests in particular. Those who dared raise these 

subjects were accused of practicing individualism, economism, revisionism 


au forth. They were at least branded as "failing to give prominence 

to polities.” At that time our newspapers and magazines were flooded 
with « / political sermons and deceitful lies, and the people's real 
voice and demands could not be found there. Propaganda work was monopo- 
liced by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." They did everything possible 

o make the party's propaganda work serve their factional interests. They 
propagated things which opposed the people and harmed their interests. 

fhe ‘politics’ they advocated absolutely were not the politics of serving 
the people, but the politics of forcing peopie to serve their counter- 
revolutionary purposes. This kind of "propaganda" and "politics" was 


naturally detested and rejected by the people. 


bas. changes have taken place in our propaganda work since the smashing 
of the "gang of four." In particular, our newspapers and magazines truly 
express the people's ideas and voice their opinions. Therefore, our news- 


papers and magazines (including their form and content) are more and more 
loved by the people and have become important links between the party and 
the mas . However, we are also facing some new problems in the present 


new situation, including ways to correctly treat the people's opinions, 

lemands and their weal and woe and the correct methods to fight against 

bureaucratism, prerogatives and the unhealthy tendencies of “entering by 
the back door" and so forth. All these problems merit the attention of 

our propaganda workers. 


As we have mentioned above, our propaganda workers should be concerned 
with the weal and woe of the people and voice their ideas and opinions 
and dare to fight various unhealthy tendencies which are detrimental to 
the people's interests. The principle of party spirit has demanded mainly 
that we proceed from the overall situation and the greatest interests of 
the broad masses of people, namely, the interests for promoting stability 
ind unity. There is no doubt that our purpose in developing production 
anc realizing the four modernizations is to completely improve the mate- 
rial and cultural life of our people. However, our country is still very 
poor, and much has to be done to improve the people's livelihood. This 
problem can only be solved gradually on the basis of developing produc- 
tion. Therefore, while dealing with this problem we have to make some 
specific analyses in our propaganda work: When conditions exist, we 
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iho uld enthusiastically speed up the settlement of some problems that should 
be solved. As for some problems that cannot be solved at once, we should 
avoil making any rash promises. Instead, we should adopt the method of 
patieut persuasion and explanation in accordance with the party's policy. 
Otherwise, the people will be dissatisfied with us. There is no doubt 
that unhealthy tendencies such as bureaucratism, prerogatives, backdoor 
deals and so forth do greatly hamper the realization of the four moderni- 
zations, and they should be overcome. However, while dealing with this 
subject, we should also adopt some proper methods in our propaganda work 
and have the stability and unity of our country in mind. Only then can 
thds subject be solved practically and effectively. Most of these mis- 
takes fail within the category of contradictions among the people, with 
the exception of a tiny number of severe violations of state laws and 
regulations. Therefore, our main efforts must be exerted on persuasion 
and education. 


Vur country is now in a period characterized by the new superseding the 
old and doing away with the old and setting up the new. New contradic- 
tions arise constantly before we have completely solved the problems left 
over from history. People have a host of difficulties in their liveli- 
hood. Some people have grumbled and complained because of a lack of 
confidence. In addition, the sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" 
brought out unhealthy tendencies within the party which greatly impaired 
the party's prestige among the people. Under such circumstances, some 
comrades maintained that we should speak up more for the people in our 
propaganda work, express their views and show an affinity with the people, 
and that we should avoid overemphasizing party spirit. They wrongly 
thought that once we stress party spirit and uphold the party leadership 
our role in speaking up for the people and being their mouthpiece will be 
hampered. Such a viewpoint of separating party spirit from affinity with 
the people is a complete misunderstanding of the principle of party spirit. 
Proletarian party spirit and affinity with the people are completely 
identical. This is the main criterion for distinguishing between our 
party and bourgeois political parties, which work only for their own 
selfish interests. In the present situation, all problems should be 
handled in a way which ts beneficial to strengthening the relations 
between the party and the people, to improving and consolidating the 
party's leadership and to encouraging the entire party and people of 
various nationalities to strive for the realization of the four moderni- 
zations with one heart and one mind and the promotion of stability and 
unity. This is the greatest interest of the party and people and the 
most important issue that concerns the overall situation of our whole 
party and state. If we fail to take this overall situation into con- 
sideration, we cannot begin to talk about a staunch party spirit and a 
true affinity with che people. 





ll. To uphold the principle of party spirit in propaganda work we 
should stick to the party's ideological line of seeking truth ‘rom facts 
and oppose the tendencies toward subjectivism, the practice of " elling 
lies, bragging and indulging in idle talk" and objectivisn. 
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jeekin ruth from facts is a concise and brilliant 
rad 0 Zedong’s world outlook of dialectical mate- 
is is 4 correct cognitive line, that is, an ideological line 
iid strletiy ovserve to do our work well. Why should we 
erve the ideological line of seeking truth from facts while upholding 
thi .etlarian prineiple of party spirit’? It is because the interests, 
lemancs and will of the proletariat and the broad masses of people which 
party has adequately represented are in line with the objective laws 
lal development and the general trends of human history. Only by 
ne ideologi-al line of seeking truth from facts and strictly 
heting accordance with the objective laws can we effectively work in 
the interests of the proletariat and the broad masses of people. In the 


> 
. 


eantime, only by taking the firm class stand of the proletariat and the 
misses and serving the interests of the public wholeheartedly can we 

tice to the principle of seeking truth from facts and know and change 
the world in accordance with objective laws. It is our party spirit that 
unities such a staunch proletarian class stand and world outiook. 

ln ent years, while repudiating the idealist, metaphysical and reac- 
tionary ideological system of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," we have 
also criticized the subjective tendencies of the ideological line of 
me comrades. Such subjectivism manifests itself in book worship, 

chat ls, adopting the ‘two whatevers" attitude to treat Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Zedong Thought. It is also manifested in disregarding the objective 
Law in practical work, acting in accordance with subjective will and 


messing things up by giving wrong orders. For many years our party and 
people and every comrade suffered a lot in this respect. We never so 
learly realized as we do today that subjectivism is the archenemy of ‘ie 
irty, the people and the four modernizations. Subjectivism is also a 
anifestation of impurities in the party spirit. The practice of "telling 
lies, bragging and indulreing in idle talk" in propaganda work is not only 
| subjectivism which resuits from an incorrect cognitive line but also a 
malpractice of deliberately distorting, covering up or evading objective 
matters end their laws. Therefore, it cannot be tolerated by proletarian 


After criticizing subjectivism and the practice of “telling lies, bragging 
ind indulging in idle talk," some comrades in our propaganda front jumped 
to another extreme; they adopted the stand of pure objectivism, which 
manifested itself in certain tendencies toward naturalism in some of our 
literary and art works. Some articles on the theory of literature and art 
lopsidedly emphasized ‘truthful writing" and negated the tendentiousness 
literary and art works. In our propaganda and press circles, some 
people raised the "mirror theory"; in other words, they maintained that 
propaganda work is like a mirror and should truly reflect the objective 
world. They also held that only in this way could we truly seek truth 


from tacts. Such a view is actually a tendency toward objectivisn. 
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per to regard Our propaganda work as a mirror, because, first, 


) mirror can only mechanically and directly reflect an objective world, 

. superticial phenomenon and certain aspects of a matter. It cannot 
reflect the essence and entirety of the matter. Our propaganda workers 

ire shouldering the task of helping people seek truth and correctly 
siderstand the world, Thy can only take the appearance of a thing as 

im usher at the threshold, and once they cross the threshold they should 
wraso the essence of the thing. Second, a mirror can at most reflect the 
woric passively. However, Marx stated: The most important problem does 
not i.e in explaining the world but in changing the world. Our main pur- 


pore in doing propaganda work is to encourage, arouse and guide the people 
to take part in the struggle to change the world (including the changing 
ur own subjective world and cognitive ability). In a word, the theory 





»f che ‘reflection like a mirror’ is no more than a metaphysical theory of 
reflection. We should not adopt such a cognitive line in our propaganda 
work. instead, we should make great efforts to stick to an active and 


revolutionary theory of reflecting Marxism. 


Can we adopt a purely objective attitude and propagate everything we have 
seen! Our propaganda work should be based on objective facts. We are not 
iLlowed to follow the old practice of “telling lies, bragging and indulging 
in idle talk." We always have our definite purpose and tendentiousness in 
our propaganda work. In other words, we should guide the people to cor- 
rectly understand and change the world in accordance with the stand and 
world outlook of the proletariat and the interests and demands of the 
proletariat and the broad masses of people. Therefore, in the process of 
acquainting ourselves with the actual condition we should do the work of 
"discarding the dross and selecting the essential" and “eliminating the 
false and retaining the true." When we are doing propaganda work we 
should always guide the people to understand the matter correctly, so that 
they will take effective action in the interests of the people's cause. 

We should on no account adopt the so-called purely objective attitude of 
propagating everything we have seen. For instance, since the smashing of 
the ‘gang of four" our socialist motherland has scored great success, 
which is the bright side of things. We still have a number of defects and 
shortcomings, which is the dark side of things. If our propaganda workers 


only collect a large number of examples of achievements and shortcomings as 
well as brightness and darkness, as a mirror does, and then publish them 
in the newspapers "objectively" without any analysis, can such propaganda 
work help people correctly understand the situation and encourage them to 


strive for the tour modernizations with full confidence? Obviously, such 
ropaganda work will not achieve good results and will only give people a 
snfused impression. If a propaganda worker can only get in touch with 


the brignt or dark side of a thing because of the limitations of time and 
piace and iis own cognitive ability and carries out his propaganda work 

m such a meager basis, the result of such propaganda work will be con- 
Crary to our desire: it will either make people unrealistically optimis- 
tic or pessimistic and despondent. Such mirror-type propaganda work 


which describes a thing as it is may truly reflect certain things or 
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rtain aspects, but i annot reflect things in their entirety and 


<orable trend of development. In other words, it cannot reflect 
f the new period of our socialist revolution and construc- 
entlally, this Kind of reflection is not necessarily true. 
Theretore, it is wrome to say that only by taking such a purely objective 
e can we truly pursue the practice of seeking truth from facts. 
ere (s another mud¢cled idea: Some people have wrongly thought that 
once we talk about stand, interests, tendentiousness and party spirit 
: tice of looking at problems in an objective way will be 
structed. As a result, we wili not be able to strictly implement the 
rit of seeking truth from facts. Such a view has confused the stand 


irty spirit of the proletariat with that of the bourgeoisie. As we 
ilready mentioned, neither the proletarian stand nor the principle 
pirit ever rejects the practice of seeking truth from facts. 
contrary, both demand that we strictly pursue the practice. The 
etCar.at which takes the emancipation of all of mankind as its own 
the boldest in upholding che principle of seeking truth from facts. 
irgeoisie and its ideologists attach importance to truly studying 
jective matters as long as their class interests are not encroached 
pon. However, once the trends of the development of things conflict 
with their interests, they will do everything possible to cover up and 





distort the true facts--"t ‘Liling lies without feeling guilty." Marx 
sharply exposed the stand of bourgeois ideologists: "The peculiar nature 
the material which political economy deals with summons as foes onto 
the fieid of battle the most violent, mean and malignant passions in the 
.uman breast, the furies of private interests." ("Preface to the First 


tt 


erman Edition of ‘Das Kapital, "Selected Works of Marx and Engels," 
. 1, p 451) According to the general trends of social development, the 
.olting system of capitalism and the bourgeoisie as an exploiting class 
eventually will be eradicated. Therefore, fundamentally speaking, the 
ourgeois class stana is incompatible with the principle of seeking truth 


from tacts. 


o 


Notwithstanding, instead of taking either the stand of the proletarian or 
bourgeois party spirit, can we adopt a purely objective attitude of 
reflecting things? No. Unlike a mirror, people actually cannot always 
remain indifferent and reflect the world in a purely objective way. They 
always adhere to the stand of a certain class or social group. They 
always observe and handle matters with a definite purpose and tenden- 
tiousness in their mincs. The differences lie only in what stand tney 
take, what purpose they pursue and what effects they will achieve. The 
bourgeois ideologists always brag about the so-called objectivism which 
transcends class, political parties and groups as well as party spirit. 
Actually, this is only their stupid attempt and hypocritical sermon by 
wnich they try to cover up tneir bourgeois class stand and party spirit. 
.I. To uphold the principle of party spirit in propaganda work we 
should consciously merge ali our work under the unified direction of the 
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party. While giving full play to our enthusiasm, initiative and creativ- 
ity, we should also strictly observe the discipline of the party's 
propaganda work, 


1 his report entitled “Our Present Situation and Tasks" delivered on 
i6 January 1980, Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out: To uphold and 
improve the party's leadership we should strengthen the party's discipiine. 
Oure ls a big nation with a population of 970 million, and our party is a 
big one ith 38 million members. Without iron discipline, which insures 
the powerful leadership of the party, it is impossible to smoothly carry 
yut our socialist modern: zation. 


The party's discipline is a guarantee of the implementation of the party's 
line. Our political, ideological and organizational lines have been 
established. These are correct lines established on the basis of summing 
up both positive and negative experiences over the past 30 years. Under 
tive unified leadership of the party, every comrade working on the party's 
propaganda front, all our propaganda instruments and the party's propa- 
ganda work in various fields should resolutely and unconditionally propa- 
gate the line, guiding principles and policies of the CCP Central Com- 
mittee. If a party member holds different views on the decisions of the 
party Central Committee on political theories and policies, he is allowed 
to raise his objections within the party and report to the central authori- 
ties. However, he is not allowed to openly publish or broadcast any 
opinions or views contrary to the decisions of the central authorities. 

In addition, the party's propaganda workers are not allowed to spread 
opinions or views among the masses which are contrary to the party's line, 
guiding principles and policies. Otherwise, such an act will lead to 
ideological confusion and adversely affect and jeopardize the cause of 

the party and people. 


Our party's discipline is based on a high level of consciousness. Stalin 
said: "Such discipline is based on ideological solidarity, clarity con- 
cerning the aims of the movement, unity of practical action and under- 
standing of the party's tasks by the mass of party members." (‘The 
Prospects of the Communist Party of Germany and the Question of 
Bolshevization,” "Complete Works of Stalin,” p 40) Therefore, our 
propaganda front should further enlarge democracy within the party, 
further emancipate the mind and fully arouse the enthusiasm, initiative 
and creativity of the broad masses of party members and cadres and deepen 
their sense of responsibility to the party's cause, so that the party's 
jJiscipline and unity will be consolidated. Comrade Liu Shaogi repeatedly 
pointed out: "The party opposes disregard for discipline and the prac- 
Lice of autonomism, but advocates and encourages initiative on the part 
of every party member in tackling problems and in doing his work inde- 
pendently under the general direction of the party.” (Liu Shaoqi: "On 
the Party’) We stress the importance of strengthening discipline, but 
this does not mean that we should restrict inner-party democracy and 
hamper the enthusiasm, initiative and creativity of party members. On 
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CREATIVITY IS NEEDED IN DOING LEADERSHIP WORK 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 pp 24-27 
(Article by Ji Si [1518 1835)] 


i\Text| Leading cadres of the party at all levels are organizers and 
leaders of socialist modernization. Whether or not they have creativity 
in their work has a direct bearing on the progress of the great cause of 
the four modernizations. Therefore, how to work in a creative way is an 
1cute problem now confronting the leadership at every level. 


That creativity is needed in doing leadership work is actually not a new 
issue. We communists are working for a cause which has no parallel in 
history. Socialism itself is a great creation. Since we do not have a 
ready approach to socialist modernization in a big country with a vast 
territory, a large population and a weak economic foundation like ours, 
ic ie all the more necessary for us to explore and create in the course 
of practice. Thus, we can say that without creative work there can be 
no socialist modernization. Our present tasks and situation meke it all 
the more imperative for us to be creative in doing leadership work. 
Although we have won a number of great victories in the 30 years since 
the founding of the People's Republic we have also traversed a tortuous 
course and suffered serious setbacks. The state of “poverty and blank- 
ness’ has basically remained unchanged. During the 10 years when Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four” ran amuck our national economy was pushed to the 
brink of collapse, and much of our precious time for socialist construc- 
tion was wasted. Our party has now set for us the great goal of achieving 
the ‘our modernizations before the end of this century, which is only 20 
years away. These are 20 unusual years. Time and tide wait for no man. 
We must score decisive achievements in the 1980's in order to lay a solid 
foundation for the following decade. For this reason, the 1980's are 
decisive years. This demands that our leading cadres at all levels 
increase their efficiency and be full of vitality in work. They must not 
give vague and general directions, work at a leisurely pace, be content 
with mediocrity and attempt nothing and accomplish nothing. In a word, 
it demands that our leading cadres be highly creative in doing leadership 
work to meet the needs of the party's general line. 
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are joe that elnee the smashing of the "gang of four," espe 
the ehitt in the focus of the party's work to socialist 
ef ition, Many ieading comrades have plucked up their spirit, con- 
Linveusly omancipated their minds and led the masses in striving to make 
improvemente ia werk on the new Long March. A number of reformera who 
dare to Chink and to act and men of action who "think about the four 
moderolgations even in their dreams” have emerged from among them. How- 
ever, some localities, departments and units still use the same general 
he tho of ieaderehip tor everything. In these places some leading 
ra tiil have not completely rectified their ideological line and 


lo Net have any Knowledge of the Marxist methods of leadership and work, 
and the party's Line, principles and policies have not been effectively 
implemented. Some leading comrades lag far behind the masses and always 
fo. low the beaten track. They do not study the new situation or solve 
new prooleme, dare not assume responsibility and commit themselves pub- 
lic ly when something comes up and are content with giving vague and 
general directions. The pernicious influence of "follow the instructions 
id nothing will go amiss” and other fallacies of formalism preached by 
Lin Bieao and the “wane of four" still have not been thoroughly climi- 
nated in a small number of places. Some comrades treat the directives 
of the central and higher authorities in a formalistic way. After a 
meeting is held at a higher level they follow suit and hold a similar 


one. After receiving a document from the higher authorities they 
mechanically copy it, dish it up in a new form and transmit it to the 
lower Levels without taking the actual local conditions into account. 
They are content with being able to function as an “office handling 


incoming and outgoing mail” and as a “relay station.” These comrades 

have forgotten that everyday life i. cich and colorful and has immense 
variety. Superfictally, it seems that these comrades who do everything 
they are told and adopt the same general methods of leadership for eve-y- 
thing are devout followers of the higher authorities, but in fact they are 
jeopardizing the socialist cause without knowing it. As a result, the 
masses are tied hand and foot, while some of our leading comrades waste 
their time and energy over trivial matters. Leadership in the areas of 
line, principles and policies is thus weakened. The masses of cadres 

ind people are not happy and feel anxious about this state of affairs. 


™" 


They have strongiv pressed for quick changes. 
fo be creative in doing leadership work we must thoroughly smash the 
spiritual shackles of the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the "gang 

f four,” emancipate our minds, start up the machinery, try in every 
possible way to arouse the enthusiasm of the masses and quickly promote 
modernization in every field. We must always act in the spirit of the 
party Central Committee's directives, correctly understand and grasp the 
party's line, principles and policies and conscientiously and effectively 
implement them im the light of the actual situation in our own localities 
and departments. Reflected in the mental state of a leader, being 
creative in doing leadership work means he must have great revolutionary 
dedication and a strong sense of responsibility in political matters, 
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jare 60 aseume responsibility and to act, combine lofty aspirations and 
yreat ideale with the spirit of getting on with the job, dare to think 
and to act in a selentiftic way, create a lively atmosphere of friendly 
emulation and truly be able to discover, invent and create things. 


fhe series of principles and policies laid down by the central authorities 
for the implementation of the party's line are put forward after summing 
ip the overall situation, Therefore, they have a general character and 
ire something that concern the whole, To translate them into the actucl 
actions ef the millions and millions of people and turn theory into 
reality, practice ie needed, We must, in the light of the actual situa- 
tion in different places, work out effective steps, forms and measures, 
seek unity in thinking among the cadres and the masses, overcome all 
obstacles and solve specific problems, Only in this vay can we truly 
implement the party's principles and policies. No matter how perfect or 
correct a principle or policy is, it cannot possibly include a ready 
program that is applicable to every aspect of life. If we do not work 
out conerete plans for carrying out the party's principles and policies 
and dialectically uniting the general and specific character of things, 
implementation of the party's principles and policies will be just so 
much idle talk. In recent years the situation in agriculture throughout 
the country has been particularly gratifying. An important reason for 
this is that party committees at all levels have conscientiously imple- 
mented the two central documents on the development of agriculture. On 
the premise of upholding socialist public ownership and the principle of 
“to each according to his work,” and in light of the specific conditions 
and characteristics of different localities, they have adopted methods 
that are most conducive to arousing the enthusiasm of the peasants and 
promoting the growth of the productive forces. Countless facts tell us 
that, im those localities, departments and units where leadership work is 
full of creativity, everyone is exhilarated and every undertaking is mak- 
ing progress; in those localities, departments and units where every- 
thing is generalized, work will stagnate or move at a very slow pace and 
things will always look the same. The Zhoujiazhuang Commune on the 
central Hebei plain remained backward for a long time. In early 1979 a 
leading comrade who had once been persecuted by the “gang of four" resumed 
work and was restored to his former leading post. With the help of other 
comrades he adopted bold and resolute measures to push production respon- 
sibility systems in al all-round way. They instituted the system of 
“three guarantees and one reward," strengthened management over revenue 
and planning and stepped up cost accounting. They let those who knew 

the ropes take the responsibility for making decisiois, gave prominence 
to science and absorbed those cadres and technicians who were versed in 
their line of work, knew managment skills and loved the collective into 
leading groups in charge of production. These cadres and technicians 
were vested with the authority to boycott arbitrary and impracticable 
directions from various qua.ters. Under the principle of upholding the 
socialist “big collective,” commune members were allowed to have "per- 
sonal freedons.” Because they dared to seek truth from facts and boldly 
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Lie very tiret to be buffeted and toppled were those leading cadres who 
vid enthuslasm and dared to think and act and to seek truth from facts, 
can never torget this painful historical lesson. The question is, 
| fundamental change has taken place in the existing reality. Our party 
ot only has formulated a political line in keeping with the demands of 
iistertlcal development and the intereste of the people, brought about the 
great historical turning point which could not be achieved in the past 20 
year. and more, and restored the Marxist ideological line of seeking truth 
‘rom tacts which was disrupted, but also has given repeated instructions 
to prevent a recurrence of “persecutions” in the future. If you said you 
iad “Lingering fear" 2 years ago, that is understandable. But if you 
still have not gotten over your "lingering fear’ today and keep pushing 
overything to the upper levels, to the sides and to the lower levels, that 
is wrong. The basic problem here is how we should deal with personal 
advantages and disadvantages and with success and failure. As a com 
munist pledged to struggle all one's life for the cause of communism, one 
must be able to withstand any rigorous test, give no thought to personal 
success or failure and always bear in mind the interests of the party and 
people. It is impossible not to take some risks in carrying out revolu- 
tion. To blaze a trial to revolutionary victory the older generation or 
proletarian revolutionaries undauntedly shed blood and laid down their 
lives; what is so extraordinary about our taking a few risks for the four 
modernizations? 





As tor the question of lack of confidence, this is because some of the 
comrades are prone to see only the countless difficulties, the mountain 
of problems and the heap of troubles caused by the frenzied sabotage of 
.'n Bilao and the “gang of four." Either they do not see or they do not 
fully see the great achievements made by the people of the whole country 
under the leadership of the party, the radical changes that have taken 
place in the existing state of affairs and the gradual normalization of 
work in every sector. They see only the appearance but not the essence, 
the minor issues but not the main flow. They cannot correctly assess the 
situation. It cannot be denied that after the 10 years of upheavals 
under Lin Biao and the “gang of four" our party and state are like a 
person who has been through a serious illness. There are numerous tasks 
to be undertaken and countless things to be done. There definitely are 
sti.l many obstacles on the road of our advance. Precisely because of 
this, it is more necessary for us to face the difficulties squarely and 
inalyze them. We must clearly understand thet our difficulties are 
nothing but unfavorable factors that exist temporarily in the process of 
getting rid of the old and making way for the new, not products of the 
socialist system itself. Therefore, we must confidently overcome the 
lifficulties with scientific methods and revolut‘onary zeal. What is 
more, we cannot blame everyone but ourselves ai gn ourselves to 
vackwardness. The reason we have confidence in the sure triumph of the 
‘our modernizations is not only because we have tremendous potentials for 
realtzing the four modernizations, vast territory and rich and abundain’ 
resources, but more importantly because we also have brave, industrious 
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» We will be in no position te discuss creativity. 
wr important question regarding whether there is creativity in lead- 
work is whether, by relying on the wisdom and strength of the 
wa », we Can adhere to the leadership method of "from the masses, te 
ses. Since the shift in emphasis in the work of the party our 
‘ip cadres at various levels have come across new conditions and 
“e never encountered before. This requires us to emancipate our 
and boldly ponder and actively explore new measures which are con- 


‘ucive to developing the national economy and mobilizing the enthusiasm 
masses tor socialist economic development. However, the old 
ot many leadership cadres are no longer valid, and they do not 
new methods. What can be done? The correct attitude 
versing this passive situation is to improve our work style, go 
mong the people, the workers, peasants and intellectuals and the 
level cadres, believe in them, rely on them and respect their 
ive spirit. Lenin said: "The dynamic creativity of the masses is 
factor of the new society. Socialisu .s not founded on orders 
it is basically incompatible with the bureaucratic mechanis 
ialdom. The dynamic creativity of socialism is founded by the 
" the All-Russian Central Executive Com- 
“Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 26, p 269) The masses have 
The new experiences and things they have 
an inexhaustible source for the leadership 
om in developing work creatively. long time the 
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N OF THE MIND AND THE FOUR BASIC PRINCIPLES 


FLAG in Chinese No |] 


2, 16 Jun 80 pp 28-32 


Ke Weiran [2688 3634 3544] ] 


t in more than 3 years since the smashing of the "gang of four" a 
has occurred in China's ideological field. This refers to 
inclpation of the mind. It is correct to say that this is another 
ment to emancipate the mind after the "May 4th" movement and the 
im rectification movement in contemporary Chinese history. However, 
rrent movement has been given new historical content and form. 
ission on practice being the sole criterion for testing truth 
a crucial role in the current movement. It broke down the for- 
en zones imposed by Lin Biao and the “gang of four’ and smashed the 
cles fettering people's minds. Therefore, the third plenary session, 


great historic significance, gave a high appraisal to this 


ign Che current movement to emancipate the mind has not been con- 

d a lone time, we should not underestimate its achievements. 

minds of the people have been greatly emancipated, they have 

ally eliminated the modern superstition created by Lin Biao and 
‘gang of four." The distressing mistakes made during the Great 

iral Revolution have been corrected. The erroneous theory that 

ss struggle should be taken as the key link" which prevailed for 

il years has been clarified. The party's ideological line of pro- 
ling from reality in everything, seeking truth from facts and inte- 
cing theory with practice again shines brilliantly. The party's work 
is has been rapidly shifted. The task of constructing a modern social- 
power with a high degree of democracy and civilization has been put 
‘re us. We can therefore say that all progress and achievements made 


the political, economic, cultural, educational and diplomatic fronts 
related to emancipating the mind. 


urrent movement to emancipate the mind has not emerged accidentally. 
a product of the struggle between two fundamentally contrasting 
s. Since the smashing of the “gang of four" our socialist cause has 
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ivy lw fOr action, the party Central Committee also 
juct the struggle on two fronts: on the 


pp the ossification of the mind and book worship; on 
, oppose and eriticize the ideological trend which 
t ir bas rimciples. We think these directives of the 
pa Lommitte ire very necessary ana correct. 
party Central Committee has proposed that we should adhere to the 
four primelples. However, people interpret this proposal differently. 
‘k that it was made to correct the deviation of "excessive 
in tion of the mind," so they oppose continuing the emancipation of 
the grounds of adhering to the four basic principles. Some 
peor ire full of misgivings. Thev worry that the four basic principles 
“ay fetter people's minds. Others even say that the four basic principles 


are used as bie "sticks" to beat people. They set the four basic prin- 
against the emancipation of the mind. In brief, the question is 

iow we should correctly understand the relationship between emancipation 

the mind and the four basic principles. 


ne essential thing in the emancipation of the mind is to proceed from 
reality, seek truth from facts, realistically reflect the original 
feature of objective matters and understand the law of development of 
objective matters. Objective matters develop continuously, and people's 
inderstanding of these matters should also develop continuously. In this 
sense, there is no end to the emancipation of the mind. Therefore, it 
never be excessive. As long as there exists in the world the realm 
essity which people do not understand, people should continue to 
melpate their minds. Of course, emancipation of the mind has differ- 
historical contents and specific historical tasks in different 
rical periods. For example, the main purpose of the "May 4th" 
ent was to defeat 'Confucianism,"’ while that of the Yanan rectifica- 
movement was to oppose Wang Ming's dogmatism. The current movement 
imec at doing away with the modern superstition created by Lin Biao 
the ‘gane of four,’ breaking down the fetters of force of habit and 
ymatism, studying new situations, solving new problems and clearing the 
“ay to build a modern socialist power. Therefore, there must be a rule 
mc a road for us to follow. A train will turn over when it is derailed. 
» will run onto the rocks if it deviates from its course. Even air- 
es have to follow their routes, despite the fact that there are no 
iysical barriers in the sky. This is commonsense. When the emancipation 
' the mind goes off the track of social development and does ot satisfy 
iistorical needs, it will also go astray. some people take the four basic 
iples as the track for the emancipation of the mind. They are cor- 
These four principles are the truth which the Chinese people 
juired through bloodshed, sacrifices and setbacks in their protracted 
lutionary struggle. They are a scientific reflection of the law of 
| development and a scientific summing up of the Chinese people's 
Siutionary struggle. When we followed these four basic principles in 
st our minds were more lively. Thus, we achieved the victory of 
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revolution and construction. During the Great Cultural Revolu- 
focus of struggle between our party and Lin Biao and the "gang 
was whether or not the four basic principles should be upheld, 
egate them, we cannot implement the party's ideological line, 
there will be no root and no direction. If the emancipation ot 
violates the four basic principles, that will not be real 
t.on of the mind but will cause our ideology to degenerate inte 
liberalism. Bourgeois liberalism will disrupt the unity o! 
logy and will cause the disintegration of our revolutionary ranks 
cen Our combat effectiveness. Historical experiences have proven 
ideology which runs counter to the four basic principles will 
undesirable results no matter how progressive and revolutionary 
deology is thought to be. 





= 


ic that the emancipation of the mind should follow the track of the 
dernizations. The basic reason is that our general task today is 
1 our country into a modern socialist power. The accomplishment 
task has a great bearing on maintaining and developing the revo- 
.ry truits which the Chinese people have obtained through their 
ted, arduous struggle. It has a great bearing on the fundamental 
ts of the 1 billion people and the destiny and future of our 
nd nation. However, if we do not persist in proletarian dicta- 
in MarxismLeninism—Mao Zedong Thought and in the leadership o! 
when we are studying new situations and solving new problems, we 
unable to build our country into a modern socialist power, but 
se all our revolutionary achievements, run counter to the funda- 
interests of the 1 billion Chinese people and be condemned through 
s by the whole country and nation. 


should stress the relationship between emancipating the mind and 
ag to Marxism-LeninismMao Zedong Thought. Every action is guided 
rtain ideology. Which ideology can guide the emancipation c. the 
sday? Can petty bourgeois ideology do so? No. Can bourgeois 
omy’ Aiso no. Only Marxism-LeninismMao Zedong Thought can assume 
. important responsibility. Marxism itself is the product of 
pation of the mind. Marx smashed the bonds of age-old bourgeois 


es and founded Marxism. Not restricted by the specific conclu- 


rawn by Marx and Engels, Lenin founded Leninism according to new 
i. experiences. Both Stalin and Mao Zedong developed Marxism- 
isa: of tue emancipation of the mind. Marxism has never 
ed that t! _mmutable things or ideologies. As Marx said: 
cies imc. co 1.4 its comprehension an affirmative recognition of 
sting state ~ things. At the same time, it also recognizes the 


2t that state and its inevitable breaking up. It regards every 
iliy developed social form as in fluid movement and therefore 
nto account its transient nature noc less than its momentary 
[t lets nothing impose upon it and is in its essence critica] 
lutionary. ("Afterword to the Second German Edition of 'Das 
, ' “Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 23, p 24) Emancipation 


49 














yt the essential characteristics of Marxism Therefore, 


fetter people's minds when it is used to guide the emancipa- 
ind. tn human history, only when the exploiting classes were 
rise did thelr ideologies tally to a certain extent with the law 
levelopment. Thus, to a certain extent they agree with the 
tion of tne mind. The proletariat is the only class whose his- 
i. mission is completely in line with the law of social development. 
ius, it emancipates the mind in the most thorough way. Marxism-Leninism 
» revealed the most general laws of nature, human society and human 
log. Le is the proletarian world outlook and the proletarian way to 
erstand and transform the world. Only when we take it as the guiding 
logy can the emancipation of the mind follow the right track. Lenin 
made a brilliant exposition on this issue. He said: "By following 
ne path of Marxist theory we will draw closer and closer to objective 
truth (without ever exhausting it); but by following any other path we 
~\.1 arr’ve at nothing but confusion and lies." ("Materialism and 
tmpirio-Criticism,” "Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 2, p 143) This shows 
very clearly that only MarxismLeninismMao Zedong Thought is our power- 
tul weapon to emancipate the mind. 


ome comrades cannot see the uniformity of emancipating the mind and the 
ovr basic principles. Among these comrades, a small number have a prob- 
lem of standpoint, while most have a problem of understanding. They 
oscure the following two demarcation lines: One is the demarcation line 
between the four distorted basic principles of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
1c’ and the four basic principles our party has persisted in. Out of 
thelr counterrevolutionary desire to usurp state and party power, Lin 
ind the "gang of four'' wantonly trampled on the four basic principles 
during the 10 years of calamity. They replaced scientific socialism with 
saam socialism, proletarian dictatorship with feudal fascist dictatorship, 
the party's leadership with the gang's leadership and Marxism-Leninism- 
lao Zedong Thought with distorted Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. 
Taey brought grave disasters to the country and great suffering to the 
people. Through their personal experiences people have deeply felt that 
‘he things distorted by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" have nothing to 
lo with the four basic principles our party has consistently adhered to. 
jowever, some people cannot make distinctions. They do not know that it 
is the sham stuff of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," not the genuine 
four basic principles, that should be doubted and thrown away. Another 
demarcation line is the one between the four basic principles themselves 
and our shortcomings and mistakes in the implementation of the four basic 
principles. For many years we have assessed the situation of class 
struggle in violation of objective reality. We have made a mistake in 
magnifying class struggle. Inner-party life during these years was 
extremely abnormal, and the principle of democratic centralism was dis- 
rupted. These shortcomings and mistakes were caused by the violation of 
cae four besic principles rather than by adherence to them. In the 3 
rs since the smashing of the "gang of four" our party has persisted 
in the Marxist-Leninist line, gradually restored the original features of 
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principies, boldly exposed and tirmiy corrected Clie 
take TY succesetully made a hiatorical change. however, 
that, due to the harm done by Lin Bilao and the “gang of 
till are many unsolved problems among the masses, ane 
ite some uncorrected uv Sealthy tendencies such as bureau 
privillege-seeking among some leading cadres. Therefore, w: 
that all our work has been satisfactory. Nevertheless, our 
w on the right track in the major areas, including the poiit 
ical and organizationas lines. People can see the bright 
great achlevements made oy persisting in the four basi 
es are beginning to appear before our eyes. Even foreigners 
.tfering political views have to admit this objective fact. 
we, the mastere of socialist China, not see it even more cleariy’ 


ancipation of the mind is inseparable from the four basic prin- 
Thies does not mean that when we are implementing the four basi: 
es we need not assume the task of emancipating the mind. Peopie 
nking is ossitied or semiossified do not understand this. 

» to them, the tour basic principles are immutable and will neve: 
mn fact, we have not yet exhauw ted our understanding of the four 
iples. Take socialist society, for example. It is a new social 

niy socialism can solve the unconquerable contradictions 
witalist society, realize the uniformity of all people's 
interests, give full play to the enthusiasm and creativity o! 
people, rapidly develop social productivity in 4 pianned way) 
the daily growing material and cultural needs of all members 
ety. This is a great, irrefutable truth. in practice our country 
jlized public ownership of the means of production. it has elimi- 
fundamental root of classe exploitation and abolished the social 
. of exploitat‘vn of man by man and of suppression of man by man. 
irea soclali.m is the most superior and progressive sociai systes 
r, while soc.aliem is being practiced, what should be done to give 

iy to its superiority and to surpass developed capitalist countries: 
tical, onomic, scientific and cultural areas’ This issue 
er exploration. Such exploration will not be possible with 

| f the mind. Take the upholding of proletarian cicta 
nother example. We must proceed from the changec cias 
intry (except Taiwan Province), exploiters no ion; 
is However, class struggle still exists. This tei: 
lictatorship should be correspondingly reducec, 
functions of economic coastruction should be stressed. in 
experienc ind lesson; of proletarian dictatorship over 

, we must fully deve.iop socialist democracy and strengt 

egal te efore we can gradualiy perfect proietaria: 
t irt een severely sabotaged | Lin Biaoc 
ntral task today is to iead the whole px 
ra rnizations. in this new situation it is ai 


v< ing strengthen cme pal ty Ss eacef4r' 
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Je : » from the four mod- 
comie® if we o not emancipate 
; ey mus ft reat ively solve 
‘farxiem-Leninism and the line, 
itral ommittee and by taking 
f their wn districts and 
force of habit and the 
matter therwise, they will 
| 4ob. Lu Aun once 
g crabs He said: The first 
except oOrave men, uld have 
er nsust have been eaten, too. 
le stopp. ji eating them. d5uch 
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JOCMATLSM LS AN ANTI=-MARXIST STYLE OF STUDY 
eljing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 pp 33-36 


Article by Huang Ansen [7806 1344 2773)] 


lext) Article Il--the most basic article--in the "Guiding Principles for 
inner=-Party Political Life" calls for adherence to the party's political 
ind ideological line. To adhere to the correct political and ideological 
‘ine we must oppose two erroneous ideological tendencies: One, we must 
ppose the ossification of the mind and book worship; that is, we must 
2sppose dogmatism. Two, we must oppose and criticize the erroneous view- 
polnt of repudiating the socialist road, the dictatorship of the prole- 
tartat, the leadership of the party and Marxism-Leninism Mao Zedong 
aght and repudiate revisionist trends of thought. On the road of the 

new Long March toward achieving the four modernizations, each Communist 

ty member can only fulfill his task and make more contributions to the 

rty and the people if he inherits and carries on our party's fine tra- 

Lion of seeking truth from facts and integrating theory with objective 
reality to study new conditions and solve new problems. Therefore, this 
irticle will deal mainly with the question of opposing dogmatism. 


Vogmatism is a manifestation of idealism. It is an anti-Marxist 
ie of study. Its distinguishing characteristic is the separation of 
ry and reality and even the transposition of theory and reality. 
‘re are two types of dogmatism: One is armchair philosophy--the 
retician only sits and formulates his theories. He never gets in 
with reality. This type of person can only be termed a connoisseur 
Another type is mechanical application or copying. The 
ecoretician has not actually understood the essential spirit of Marxism 
ind does not know the actual conditions in our country. He applies out- 
. principles to present problems and simply transplants experiences 
foreign countries to our country. In short, dogmatism negates the 
principle that practice is the sole criterion of truth. It also runs 
unter to the principle of a concrete analysis of concrete conditions. 
ynclusion drawn by Marxism is a generalization from concrete 
Without concrete analysis, the essential spirit of Marxism 
grasped and Marxist theory cannot be applied to real situations. 


int iques. 
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ei vulltrles cannot be turned Lato 
’ ' learning fteom them. The disruption of 
th coallty tnevitably leads to different form 
rT ' Marxiea Yor thie reason, Marx and Engels 
promiatlh itrugale agalost dogmatiam during their Lifetime, 
 gcathing celticlems of the pedantry of Kautaky, 
vas “doctetnaice,” “an inborn pedant and a scholastic,” 
vel (25 Auguat 1861)," “Collected Works of Marx and 
, p 211) Onee, Marx aleo got angry at his disciple and son- 
‘su “ultrarevolutionary terms” and "flamboyant talk.” 
Tt ery pleased when they saw that he had "over- 
jtisn cademic prophets” and was able to write good and 
jogpmase but a gu de to action. This was a famous 
pels when he .ticived the soctal democrats among the 
ra in the Unite tates. in his letters to F. A. Sorge 
wis ewetlgny he sti ugly criticized the bad habits of 
carianieom. He said: “The Germans never knew how to 
ry inte a lever which can push the American masses for- 
them do not know this theory themselves and look at it in 
ind dogmat jay. They think that, as long as they can 
theo rt, that will be enough to deal with everything. 
a di ' not a guide to action.” ("Letter to F. A. 
L886) ," elected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 4, 
els eaching to educate and guide the members of 


arty to closely integrate Marxist theory with the 
iwsia lution. Lenin believed that to destroy the 
ind reality was tantamount to taking away the soul of 
leaves Marxism lifeless, partial and distorted. Lenin 
mced Karl Kautsky and Otto Bauer, the theoretical authori- 
f the Second International, pointing out that their "greatest mis- 
ind greatest crime" was that they had not understood that “our 
ry is not a dogma but a guide to action.” (""Left-Wing’ Communisn, 
infantile Disorder," “Selected Works of Lenin,” Vol 4, p 226) 


) criticieing the dogmatists, Comrade Mao Zedong said: "To them we 
iid say bluntly, ‘Your dogma is worthless.’ Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
epeatedly stated that our theory is not a dogma but a guide to 
na. it such people prefer to forget this statement, which is of 
reatest, indeed of the utmost, importance." ("Rectify the Party's 
»f Work’) To forget that “our theory is not a dogma but a guide to 
yn” ois to forget the fundamental principle of integrating theory with 
ty and to extract the living soul of a concrete analysis of concrete 
‘n how can one adhere to all the principles of Marxism? It 
ig tree. Once you take away the roots, it is impossible to 
trunk stay strong and sturdy and the leaves grow luxuriantly. 





it te aleo like a man, Onee the nervous system is disrupted, it is 
impossible to maintain the vitality of the body. 


[he most evident manifestation of dogmatism is book worship. Dogmatistes 
think that everything written in a book ie "truth" and is entirely cor- 
rect. Aa long as one repeats what the book says, everything can be 
solved. Therefore, every time they open their mouth they always say, 
“Let us leok at the book." The viewpoint of the "two whecevers” is a 
typical example of book worship. After the discussions on practice as 

the sole criterion of truth, the viewpoint of the “two whatevers" became 
bankrupt. However, the long-standing, undesirable practice of repeating 
what the book says and rigid adherence to formalities and conservatism 
cannot be overcome in a short time. At present, book worship is still 
reflected among some of our comrades. Its principal manifestation is 
this attitude: What is written in the book should not be changed; what 
is not written in the book should not be done; when confronted with new 
situations and problems, the solution is not arrived at according to the 
actual conditions, but efforts are made to look for ready-made conclu- 
sions in the book; and directives from the higher levels are simply passed 
upward and downward and not implemented in accordance with the concrete 
situation. Some cadres have not been liberated from the “yardstick con- 
sisting of quotations from Chairman Mao" pushed by Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four,” are content with citing Marxist terminology and do not strive to 
systematically study Marxist theory and comprehensively grasp the Marxist 
sclentific framework. As a result, their minds are ossified or semi- 
ossitied, and they lack the spirit of boldly blazing new trails. These 
ire all obstacles in our stride forward. We must know that things in the 
yook are dead, but real life is developing, colorful and changing con- 
stantly. To cope with shifting events by sticking to an unchanging 
principle is equivalent to stubbornly sticking to old ways in the face 
of changed circumstances and taking measures without regard to changes in 
conditions. We inevitably will suffer setbacks in real life if we do 
this. 


Sook worship caused great harm to the revolutionary struggle of the 
proletariat. During the time of China's second revolutionary civil war, 
Wang Ming's book worship caused great losses to the work in the soviet 
area and the enemy-occupied area. It almost cost us the Chinese revolu- 
tion. Book worship not only cannot guide the revolution but, under cer- 
tain conditions, can even become an obstacle to revolution. When criti- 
clzing Wang Ming's mistake of book worship, Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: 
“The method of studying the social sciences exclusively from books is 
likewise extremely dangerous and may even lead one onto the road of 
counterrevolution. Clear proof of this is provided by the fact that 
whole groups of Chinese communists who confined themselves to booke in 
their study of the social sciences have turned into counterrevolu- 
tionaries." ("Oppose Book Worship") Germany's Kautsky, Russia's 
Zinoviev and China's Wang Ming are good examples. 














, We mu read the books of Marx and Lenin and the works of 

Th i compuntet does not reac the books of Marx and 
es not know the baste primedples of Marxieam, then he will not 
Hlograte the general truth of Marxism with concrete revolu- 


tice, study new situations and solve new problems well and 
of revo.utlon and construction forward, At present, some 
irticularl me young comrades, have a muddled idea that 


net work anymore’ and that iu is “outdated.” Thus, there 
ertously study Marxist theory. This idea is thoroughly 
historical xpeciences of the international communist 
shown that the baste principles of Marxiem are universally 
will not be outdated. In relation to the revolutionary cause 
etariat, Lt te not Marxiem which "does not work anymore." That 
tt work” te dogmatiem, that which never “worked” and will 
when we oppose dogmatism we do not mean to weaken the study 
jeory but to 6 cengthen the study of Marxist theory; we do not 
rize certain Mirxiet terminologies by rote but to internalize 
e essential spirit of Marxiem better. That is to say, to study 
we must integrate it with reality. We must be able to draw 
Lentiftie conelusicas concerning new changes in the international 
ind new conditions in the international communist movement, 
'y new problems encou.tered in our country's socialist construc- 
our actual rk b, taking the Marxist standpoint and using 
nd methods. This is an unshirkable duty of each 


mad revoiutlional comrad 


be mani rod in the political line in the form of 
’ nd right opportunism. All types of opportunist think- 
jualities of spontaneity and blindness. This is the result 
rtunists’ lack of firmness in class stand and lack of real 
ig of the objective laws of matter. Only by grasping the 
int cnt of view and methods can people raise the level 
usness and avoid spontaneity, adventurism and tailism. 
1 ssilow Marxist terminologies raw and whole. They only 
laves and victims of spontaneity. When dogmatists give in 


tameity of the petty bourgeoisie, they take the road of “left” 

when they compromise with and surrender to the bourgeoisie, 

~ right opportunists. Dogmatism is an important avenue toward 
right opportuntem. It can be a symptom of both "left" and 


rtunisn. 


irity of the revisionists is that they negate the basic prin- 
“arxism to implement the right opportunist line on the pretext 
nge in the times. But when necessary they seize on a few iso- 
and phrases of Marx and Engels to camouflage their revisionist 
This was quite common in the history of the international 
ovement. Let us take economism, which is a variation of the 
of the Second International in Russia, as an example. Its 
‘ollowed Bernstein in clamoring for the “freedom to criticize” 
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Marxlem, that le, the freedom to revise Marxiem. but to validate their 
yportunist Line of engaging only in economic atruggle and not in polit- 
[cal struggle or opposition to the proletariat's seizure of political 
ower, they went so far as to use the thesis “all class struggles are 
» litical struggles" in the “Communist Manifesto" as an argument, trying 
Lo reduce proletarian politics to the level of social democracy. Another 
example te the Russian right opportunists, who are familiar to all of ue. 
ihey ited the old formula of Marx and Engels regarding the simultaneous 
triumph of socialism in all civilized countries to oppose Lenin's new 
theory that socialist revolution can first triumph in one country. After 
the victory of the October Revolution, they again used this argument to 
oppose socialist construction in Russia. When criticizing this type of 
Jogmatism, Stalin said: "Of course, if Engels were alive, he would not 
cling to the old formula. On the contrary, he would heartily welcome 
our revolution and would say: ‘To the devil with all old formulas! Long 
live the victorious revolution in the Soviet Union!'" ("Reply to the 
Discussion on the Report on 'The Social Democratic Deviation in Our 
varty,'" “Collected Works of Stalin," Vol 8, p 271) 





However, dogmatism often easily leads to ultraleftist errors. The 
“leftist” infantile disorder in Britain, Germany, Holland and Italy after 
the October Revolution and the "left" opportunist line of Wang Ming in 
nina are typical examples of different types of dogmatism. Dogmatism 
ippearing in the form of "leftism'' (with the exception of that pushed by 
\reerists and schemers with ulterior motives) is the manifestation of 
the revolutionary character of the petty bourgeoisie. This is because 
the petty bourgeoisie, “who under capitalism always suffer oppression and, 
frequently, an incredibly acute and rapid deterioration in their condi- 
tions and ruin, easily go to revolutionary extremes," easily commit the 
error of impatience and show the greatest interest for "leftist" revolu- 
tlonary jargon and slogans. ("'Left-Wing' Communism, an Infantile Dis- 
rder,’ “Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 4, pp 188-189) Moreover, they 
isily commit the mistakes of subjectivism and one-sidedness in their 


method of thinking. They ‘do not proceed from an objective and compre- 
ensive pleture of the balance of class forces but take subjective wishes, 
impressions and empty talk for reality, take a single aspect for all 
aprcts, the part for the whole and the tree for the forest." ("Resolu- 


n on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party") They do not 
cart from the actual conditions in the country but instead mechanically 
py the experiences of other countries or ignore the unbalanced develop- 
ment of the revolution and the level of consciousness of the people or 
generalize on partial and particular experiences, leading to ultraleftist 
errors. For example, after the victory of the October Revolution some 
“leftists” in the workers movement in Germany thought that since Russia 
iad established a soviet government the bourgeois parliamentary system had 
me obsolete. So they refused to participate in the German parlia- 
sentary elections and parliamentary struggles, and this divorced them 
from the broad masses of people. At that time some "leftists" in Germany 
ind Britain called for a withdrawal from the yellow labor unions and put 
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- eca mw | itilet lLaber union leaders were re actlonary 
they also ineteted that only people who "recognize the 
tha ‘ctatorehip of the soviets" could join their 
is vel iildish aad ridiculous and was divorced from the 
th years of clvil war Wang Ming transplanted Stalin's 
lating the middlewot-theeroad political forces in soclety to 
‘ution and focused the attack on these forces, branding them 
sangerous enenhy ihe result of this was that the real enemies 
lated, and instead we sutfered grievously because we isolated 


stor ' the international communist movement we 
ill oes of dogmatism were anti-Marxist and brought great 
revolut onary struggle of the proletariat. We must resolutely 

Liem whenever it cmerges and no matter in what form it emerges. 
© revolutionary cause of the proletariat cannot advance. 


lao Ledon nce pointed out: If one is not as good as Marx, 
| Marxist; 1) ome is equal to Marx, one is not a Marxist. It 
ne f etter than Marx that one can become a Marxist. This 
od the creative aature of Marxism. Not as good as Marx 
ression. od as Marx means mechanical application and 
t is only th constant improvements on Marxism that we 
ression | cc essential spirit of Marxism. Dogmatists and 
lo the opposite. They do not look ahead and look for 
proble ‘rom the ever-progressing real life, but instead 
ind look tor answers to questions from readymade formulas 
in’ counter vigorous, enthusiastic and revolutionary 
with ossification, confinement to rigid formalities, 
‘m and stagnation. In this sense, dogmatists and book worship- 
citute a conservative force of habit. They do not like to ask 
vnys and do not know how to--and are not willing to--undertake 
is thinking. Dogmatists and book worshippers are mental lazy- 
Dogmatism and book worship is a kind of philosophy of the lazy- 


Marxist classics stressed that Marxist theory is a theory of 
clopment. They opposed the absolutization and ossification of this 
ry and the view that it is an unchanging thing. They stressed that 

ly laid the foundation stone of the science which socialists must 

ill directions if they wish to keep pace with life." ("Our 
elected Works of Lenin,” Vol 1, p 203) It is only by per- 
. the creative spirit that we can perpetually advance Marxism- 
mMao Zedong Thought; it is only by insisting on the integration 
ry and reality and constantly studying new situations and solu- 
t ew problems that we can have creativeness, innovations and 
? 


| if the Bolshevik party headed by Lenin had not integrated 
with the revolutionary realities in Russia and various countries 
ra of imperialism, there could not have been the victory of the 
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sevolution and Leninism; it the CCP members with Comrade Mao 
oJotig as the exponent had not integrated Marxism-Leninism with the 
realities ot the Chinese revolution and the international struggle, 
there could net have been Mao Zedong Thought. In his speech at the 
wetiog ta celebration of the 30th anniversary of the founding of the 
ople's Republic of Chin. Comrade Ye Jianying said: "Could the 
vinese revolution have been victorious if, after the failure of the 
wrest revolution in 1927 and after the Zunyi meeting, Comrade Mao Zedong 
jad not taken stock of the actual conditions and combated book worship 
ind dogmatism but instead had acted according to what was written in the 
yooks! Would there ever be such a thing as Mao Zedong Thought today? 
by the same token, after the overthrow of the ‘gang of four,’ if the 
entral Committee of the party had not taken stock of the actual condi- 
tions at home and abroad and resolutely opposed the bogus formula of 
‘acting forever in accordance with the principles laid down,' but had 
just tollowed what was written in the books, would it have been possible 
tor us to set things right, carry on the interrupted revolutionary cause 
ind quickly revive and develop the socialist cause pioneered by Comrade 
Mao Zedong and his comrades-in-arms? How would it have been possible for 
is to adapt ourselves to the new situation and formulate and carry out 
policies and measures suited to objective reality and thus steadily push 
‘orward the four modernizations?" Under the new historical conditions 
we will encounter many new problems. For example, how should we persist 
in and strengthen the dictatorship of the proletariat at present, how 
ld we persist in -nd improve the leadership of the party and what 
concrete methods shouid we adopt in order to achieve the Chinese model 
vi soclalism. Only if we study these problems thoroughly and find good 
solutions to them can the cause of our socialist revolution and con- 
struction take a giant step forward. 


the achievement of the four modernizations is an unprecedented great 
undertaking of our people. This requires that we not dogmatically study 
Marxiso-LeninismMao Zedong Thought but grasp this most advanced scien- 
title theory in relation to reality and use it creatively to continuously 
emancipate the mind, start up the machinery and rectify our ideological 

ine. Only on this basis can we better probe and grasp the objective law 

lalist construction and contribute all our energy to the achieve- 

ment of a Chinese-style socialist four modernizations. 
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A TAl ) HARACTERLSTICS OF SCLENTIFIC LABOR 


Beijing | AG in Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 pp 37-40 
(Article by Chen Changshu [7115 2490 2562) ] 


Text] The labor performed by scientific researchers is an indispensable, 
Lmportant and special part of the labor performed by people in society as 
i whole. The prerequisite for scientific discoveries and inventions is 
the material conditions for production; they should be tested and proved 
through practice in production. As seen from its nature, scientific 
labor basically remains a part of the mental productive activity. Its 
r “products” normally include statistical data on experiments, 
acepts, laws, tormulas and design blueprints. 





red with the labor devoted to material production, scientific labor 
»loratory in nature and is performed in a way that requires indi- 
ais to fully display tieir creative spirit in exploring a vast area 
universe. Many unusual contradictions have emerged through the 
rtormance of scientific labor. An understanding of its characteristics 
significant in that it may help people treat intellectu) ls correctly, 
at they can play a more positive role in managing scientific projects 
|| and in training personnel with greater success. 


I 


labor devoted to material production, scientific labor is devoted 
ioring the unknown, thus giving people a feeling of uncertainty. 


NI 


\ichough unexpected incidents may also occasionally occur in the process 
aterial production, under normal circumstances it cau proceed on 
edule. The reason is that in the process of material production people 


in clearly lay down a plan for achieving their production objective. 
‘rr example, an industrial enterprise can arrange its production according 
.o {ts planned target, carry out its construction in accordance with a 
\ueprint and inspect and test its products according to its regulations. 
lentific labor is also geared to serve the needs of practice. Under 
the guidance of a correct theory, it, too, can produce certain results as 
expected. But the main task of scientific research is to explore the 
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manown, Where the outcome 1s uncertain. In other words, people usually 
mnot precisely anticipate what kinds of discoveries or inventions will 
wait them. Nor can they guarantee that their projected exploration will 
.ead to success. If everything could be anticipated, there would be no 
eed tor sclentifile exploration. As the nature of scientific research 
aries trom project to project, so do the width and breadth of scien- 
title exploration. Comparatively speaking, a project aimed at studying 
th s of nature usually calls for a greater exploratory effort than 
1 endeavor to achieve technical inventions or innovations which call for 
the application of the laws of nature. Despite this fact, technical 
{nnovations, including the trial-manufacturing of new products, remain an 
exploratory process. A well-defined objective of material production 
innot be achieved without going through a process of repeated thinking 
nd deliberations, experiments and probing. In conducting research into 
the possibility of designing a giant engineering project we must take 
into account the effect that the given natural factors and conditions 
may have on it and must study many related problems which involve count- 
Less unknown factors. Resolution of these problems calls for a series of 
extremely difficult and complex explorations. Only in this way can we 
come up with a technically sound design and the best construction formula. 


\s more and more scientific theories have come of age, scientists can now 
toresee discoveries and inventions in the distant future, thus propor- 
tionally reducing the feeling of uncertainty about the role that science 
in play in the days ahead. For example, people dedicated to modern 
sclentific research can now forecast more accurately than ever before how 
much they can achieve during a given period of time. They have also used 
n appraisals es a basis for designing and building the necessary 
-aboratory equipment with which they can achieve their intended objective. 
Clearly, no one would have spent a large amount of money on building giant 
iccelerators if the scientists were uncertain as to what role this type 
‘t laboratory equipment could play in physics. On the other hand, even 
the most outstanding accelerator designers and high-energy physicists 
mnot guarantee that this new laboratory equipment will eventually lead 
new discoveries, although they are certain of the physical phenomena 
\t can produce. it is also quite likely that certain new experimental 
ices will never lead to any new discoveries. 


ature of scientific labor clearly has complicated the plan for 

rganizing the management of scientific labor. There should be some 
plans tor organizing the management of scientific labor. It is neces- 
sary, however, to employ scientific labor in a well-planned manner so 

.at it can produce some definite results. To make scientific research- 
ers move in a correct direction, it is also essential to reasonably 
illocate manpower, material and financial resources and to work out a 

neral plan tor overseeing and inspecting the implementation of research 
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ame time, the roposed management of scientific labor should be 


eoway tor maneuver. Tt must be pointed out that scientific 
bor | t necessarlly productive at all times. Such failure should be 
erated. We may encounter frustrations in our scientific explorations 
J should not condemn such frustrations as the consequence of av. lation 
rom the objective of our scientific research. In the event of failure, 


se whe perform scientific labor should draw a lesson from it by giving 
eir old theorems and tinding new ones and by working out sounder 
ulas in place of the erroneous ones. This is an inevitable road 
lentiitle worker should adhere to. Scientific history has been 


irked by failures in experimentation with "heat element" and "fuel 
lement.'' These explorations that have failed are in a sense also a 
‘tribution to the development of science. As scientific managers we 
, make research progress as rapidly as possible, but we cannot promise 
1 date for its successtul conclusion. Nor can we set, without leeway, 


idiine for completing certain large-scale exploratory projects. 
thermore, prompt efforts must be made to revise or expand the scien- 
research projects whenever such needs arise from their implementa- 
Even those well-planned exploratory scientific projects may 
aveidably encounter some unexpected problems, which will induce people 
produce cresh ideas, or chart a new course for the research project, 
replace the originally scheduled research project with new ones. 
Lon, we must also attach great importance and pay attention to 
ted scientific activities. Facts show that many important dis- 
ind inventions in history were not the products of any origi- 
nned projects but the results of certain unrelated scientific 
s which were later listed as part of the original projects. If 
rate only om the projected research and fail to search for and 
er valuable scientific activities, we will run the risk of 
iown the scope of scientific labor, stifling the atmosphere of 
ss and eventually slowing down progress in science. In short, 
>osed management of scientific labor should be organized in 
with the laws governing the development of science itself, 
istinguished from the planned management of material production; it 
ld take an exploratory attitude toward everything, rather than do 
rythineg in accordance with regulations. It is unwise to manage 
entific projects by means of administrative orders. 


LI 


ther characteristic of scientific labor is that everyone works on his 
vn. For example, one must read documents, observe, analyze and calcu- 
late everything in one's own way; one must think independently and come 
x» with one's own views, suggestions and formulas. The modern machine- 
iiiding process is a mode of production that requires people to work 
‘llectively in every possible way. Scientific discoveries and inven- 
tions are essentially products of collective cooperation. Marx once 
pointed out: Scientific research is "a form of labor which requires 
»peration by modern men and utilization of the fruits of labor 
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ruad by their predecessors." ("Das Kapital," "Collected Works of 
Marl Marx,” Vol 25, p 120) Yet this cooperation in scientific research 
trom the direct collective cooperation in material production; 
.t does not take place in a way that requires many people to work 
together simultaneously; it calle for efforts by individuals or a few 
ientific inventors to make new contributions on the basis of their 
predecessors’ achievements. At the same time, scientific research is a 
form >| labor performed by individuals. New scientific laws and new 
technologies were often first discovered or invented by a few persons 
ind then endorsed and applied by the majority of people. Because labor 
is performed in a different way and for different purposes, the results 
of the mental productive activity are often inscribed with persons’ 
names, while the finished products of the process of material production 
are not branded with such names. For example, scientific essays or works 
must be accompanied by their writers’ names; cash awards or techni-:al 
patents have been presented to individual inventors; scientific laws, 
principles and theorems are often named after their creators. 


Before the 19th century, scientific labor was performed by individuals. 
At that time the scientific discoveries and technical inventions were 
basically products of independent research conducted by individual 
cholars or technicians; scientific research was conducted on @ small 
scale with simple instrumentation. From the mid-19th century to date, 
sclentific research has been concentrated in various research institutes, 
industrial laboratories and institutions of higher learning; the theme 
of scientific exploration has become more varied and complicated than 
ever, while scientific discoveries and inventions require the participa- 
tion of a large number of interdisciplinary scientists. In these cir- 
umstances, direct cooperation that calls for the employment of collective 
labor in the scientific field has become one of the requirements for 
carrying out the mental productive activity. 


I ways in which scientific labor is performed are often restricted, 
depending on the social conditions. In capitalist society the bourgeoisie 
nas constantly tightened its control over scientific workers and scien- 
titic activities in an effort to meet the needs of its economic competi- 
tion and military buildup. ‘Competition gave way to monopolization after 

ipitalism reached the stage of imperialism. Consequently, the socializa- 
tion of production has taken a giant step forward. Also socialized is the 

rocess of technical invention and improvement." ("Imperialism, the 
Highest Stage of Capitalism," "Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 2, p 748) 
Since socialism freed scientific labor from the shackles of the capitalist 

‘stem of private ownership, scientific research can now be reasonably 
organized and adapted to the needs of society, thus broadening the 

spect of cooperation among scientific workers and providing a better 

tunity for every collective of researchers to demonstrate its 
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fact, individual initiative is still needed to carry out 


spects of the large-scale scientific activity. True, division 
bor and coordination are essential to any collective effort to carry 
prvhensive experimentation and every applied scientific research 
t io one working for such a well-organized project can go his own 
ri is way. However, there is a clear difference between the collec- 
to produce the existing types of computers and to develop 
a generation of computers. In the fixed process of production, 
, can be assembled from various parts or components made by many 
ial worker When ientifle labor is performed by members of a 
tive in coordination with each other, they are required to assume 


share of responsibiiity and fulfill their respective assignments 
ajunction with the common objective and needs of their collective. 
Despite this fact, their activities are not entirely identical, and as 
individuals they are still required to research independently and to ful- 
rill thelr respective assignments in their own ways. Eventually, the 
issembly of achievements by individual researchers marks an end to a 
rocess mental productive labor. In this connection, the role played 
by the organizers and directors of the scientific labor emulation drive, 
including program directors, chief designers and chief engineers, is 
very important. Even greater individual initiative is needed to conduct 
research in modern mathematics and basic sciences and to carry out other 
theoretical studies in science and technology. When a research project 
is concluded, every individual participant must first offer his own 
creative views. The writing and compilation of a work on scientific 
theory has nothing in common with the teamwork performed by a group of 
yvorkers attending to a steel furnace. Even upon the completion of this 
pilation work, which results from thorough research and 
liscussion, it still can be tainted with individual biases and prejudices 
: scholars of different persuasions. When this occurs, its chief 
editor should make proper adjustments to the entire project. 


| 
: 4 a \T 
i ' LL Ve Vu 


iow to correctly handle the relationship between the individual and 
sllective characters of scientific labor is an important problem that 
needs to be solved by those in charge of scientific management. Coliec- 
ve cooperation must be organized properly in response to the different 
lomands for research. For example, academic exchanges should take place 
mong scholars of different shades with the aim of establishing an inter- 
iplinary research group which will concentrate its efforts on solving 
plicated problems. At present our efforts in this direction remain 
t A case in point: I witnessed a few individuals working 
odependently on some research projects that could have been concluded 
with greater success if they had worked together as a team; although an 
srganization or agency in charge of scientific coordination exists, its 
members have been working in their own righteous ways, because they are 
terested in academic and ideological exchanges, which represent the 
st step toward collective cooperation; many scientific and technical 
irch projects have begun with coordination but ended with disputes 
nOw o line up the names of their participants. 
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NU TI tii RAR \ ANU ART WORKS ARE ON A HLGHER PLANE THAN 


in | e No l2, 16 Jun 80 pp 41-42 


Haig ia w/t 189 2884] | 
lat the article entitled "Some Questions Concerning 
Facts’ { yretty good; it corrected the theory on 
facts, llowever, there are points which are open to 
ustance, the author feels that a concrete piece of lit- 
au not | n a higher plane than social life, while litera- 
ole, reflecting life, may be. Expounding this point by 
tie's sor ind rkiy's novel "Mother" as proof, the author 


ve refuse to recognize the fact that the works of E. Potie and 
i higher plane than the social life of their times, does 
| iat, compared with the everyday real life in 
tariat sund itself, their works were on the same, or even 
us t ions themselves are above criticism, except 
. rgument cannot be reconciled. What the argument 
’ crete works may be on a higher plane than the social 
10] onfiicting with the thesis that a con- 
erary wol ay not be on a higher plane than the social 
ilso deviates from the theory that only 
1 higher plane than social life as a 


itself requires deliberation. In 
iterature ha ts characteristics and laws. Any piece 
T portray one aspect or part of social life, or 
ith literature, life has incomparably 
literary work can be all-ir-lusive. This 
ii understand. Therefore, if we ask lit- 
: itire social life quantitatively without the 
ill only indicate complete ignorance of the 
ind literature. Then, how do literary works 
it Lif Here we have the issue of the relation- 
finit ind the infinite, between the part and the whole, 
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Lite et were higher than iLife, 


; : wat 
| itera Jorks on @ higher plane than ilte 
tr | writer muet have a high degree of 
snment and a complete and protound 
\ctual , Many writers are unable to do 60 
if a Lt an successfully reflect in his writing 
ne moment of life, he must be affirmed. We also 
re Litileult to ereate in short pleces, such as 
figure i a higher plane, in depth and range, than 
r, if we iy that, to begin with, we must not ask 


t ii in Lts entirety and to be on a higher 

















CLASSLCAL MARXIST WRITERS ADVOCATE ‘DEPICTING THE TRUTH' 
Jeljing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 pp 42-43 
Article by Zhou Zhonghou [0719 1813 0624] | 
lext| “Depleting the truth” is a basic demand of classical Marxist 
writers on literature and art. Engels’ famous remark in his letter to 


M. Harkness was originally translated as follows: "In my view, the 
meaning ot realism is that, besides truthtulness in details, typical 


ligur in a typical environment must be truthfully reproduced.” The 
letter was written in English, and the word “truth” is a noun, not an 
adjective. 1 teel that the second part of the sentence should be trans 


is tollows: "The truth of typical figures in a typical environ- 
ment must be reproduced.” The words “reproduce” and "truth" used by 
ingels can be interpreted as depicting the truth. In the 1930's, when 
t viet Union Liquicated the erroneous theory of the Rapp faction, 
talin proposed the slogan of "depicting the truth.” In 1932, at the 
literary solree in Gorkiy's house, Stalin urged “depicting the truth.” 
talin and Soviet Literature,” New Literature Publishing House, 1954 


edition) He then said: "Let the writer learn in life! If he can 
refiect the truth of life with a high degree of artistic form, he will 
ittain Marxism.” ("Collection of Reports at the 17th Congress of the 
1il-Union Communist Party (B)," Communist Party Publishing Bureau, 1934 
jition, p 624) Comrade Mao Zedong aiso proposed the requirement ot 
truthtulness in literature in his ‘Talks at the Yanan Forum on Literatur: 


irxist theory mn literature and art may set many requirements tor 
ture and art, but “depicting the truth" is a fundamental 
\s Gorkiy aptly put it, literature is “built on truth, and the 


7) ee | t Litera 


leman 1 all aspects connected with it is truth"; it is "a sort of 
indertaking which is only great because of its truthfulness." 
naenc¢ n Literature, Vol L, pp 2Zl/, 242) [The Marxist require 
the truth’ is not just the trutnhfuiness of the detail 
il cE Ge iis that rt the typical Li ires in a typical environ 
ent it society. Without truthfulness, typicalness will 


inmdation, and imagery will have no meaning. “Some Questions 








wi ine @ Th acte'’” (CRED FLAG No 4, 1980) states: "We advo- 
reselow the truthtulnessa of Literature, but we do not 
il depleting the truth.’ 1. feel that thie view is con- 
in iteelt, There can only be truthfulness in truthful lite 


feels that the slogan “depicting the truth” fails to embody 
“and om literary and artistic creations to reflect the essence of 
e. Actually, this de not so. Balzgac's works, which were 
ind Engels, and Tolstoy's works, which were admired by 
jomonetrated polltteal and secial truths. Comrade Zhou Enlai 
“the Lively expression of the most essential things in the most 
('Zhow Enlalt on Literature and Arc," p 116) Thus, the 


fess of literature and art must be the truthfulness of the 
the Oppestttion of certain comrades to depicting the essence of 
proper, because the truth cannot be depicted if the essence is 
r ted. But to oppose “depicting the truth” for this reason is 


Lag the truth make it impossible to express the ideal? This 
elther. The Marxist theory of “depicting the truth" includes 
the ideal. We feel that the ideal in literature must possess 
aracter, [lt may exist in reality or it may be an inevitable 
the development of the true relationship in reality. As regards 
sonproletarian writers, although some of them have not depicted the 


, must not reprimand them for "violating the requirement o° realism 
ruthiulmess in literature.” Writers like Balzac did not depict the 
eal im accordance with che direction of development of human society, 


mnot say that he violated the demand of “depicting the truth" 
requirement of realism for truthfulness in literature." Otherwise, 
, writer who violated the requirement of realism for truthful- 
\terature have become a great realist writer? Naturally, as 
‘os today's proletarian writers, the Marxist requirement of "depicting 
truth imecludes depicting the ideal. Stalin first unequivocally pro- 
-logan of “depleting the truth” and made it the key content of 
realism. The definition of socialist realism for wlated with 
ipation includes educating the laboring people with the socialist 
thereby molding man's soul with the revolutionary ideal. The "Red 
leplets the ideal of the courageous struggles waged by Jiang 
.n and Xu Yunfeng for a socialist new China, and "The History of 
neering a ndertaking" portrays the ideals of such socialist leaders 
Lang Shengbao. The tdeals of such proletarian heroic figures are 


thtul. 
pul f “Some Questions” blames “writing about facts" for certain 
literature today. Actually, the problems in today's literary 
irtistic theories and creative practice are not a result of “depicting 
‘; on the contrary, they are the result of failing to understand 
implement properly the Marxist stand on “depicting the truth." The 
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juthor ways that some writers “unanalytically portray ugliness and 

, Seek the sensational, the bizarre...." Actually, such defects 
ire not a result of depleting the truth, because this kind of writing 
annot deplet the truth of typleal tigures in a typical environment or 


it of the entire soclety, and it may even tail to depict the truth of 


the detatls and the part. Depicting only life's minutiae naturally will 
Not attain artistic truth, while the unanalytical portrayal of ugliness 
md cuelty may even distort the truth. Depicting the unhealthy phenomena 
in socltal lite with melancholy and pessimistic sentiments, or revealing 


iid exaggerating such ugly criminal acts as murder, theft and swindle in 
it plain and naked style, as to produce pessimistic and negative con- 
lusions in the readers, is incompatible with both the truth of the 

entire society and that of typical figures in a typical environment. 
eretore, the cause of the problems in today's literary and artistic 
reations is not in depicting the truth but, on the contrary, in failing 
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Oh ARELY AT THE PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS POSED BY MODERN NATURAL 


He ijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 16 Jun 80 p 49 


Excerpts from article by Zhang Weimin [1728 0251 3046] and Gao Xinghua 
7559 5281 5478) in SICHUAN RIBAO 1 January 1980] 


fext}) Engels pointed out: ‘'With every epochal discovery in the realm 
‘f natural sctences, materialism will also inevitably change its own 
form." (‘Selected Works of Marx and Engels,” Vol 4, p 224) Modern 
natural sciences pose a series of momentous philosophical issues which 
involve the entire content and structure of the philosophical system. 

me issues possess a clear philosophical flavor, while others are them- 
se ives philosophical problems. 


e realm of materialism: Lenin's definition of material was built 


the level of the natural sciences of the late 19th and early 20th 
enturies. Modern natural sciences have advanced from understanding 
the essence of the co.cepts of mass and energy to the essential stage otf 
nd tanding the essence of the concept of information. This inevitably 
will / to a leap in the materialistic concept. We must launch the 
stud information. What is the essence of information? Is it mate- 
lalist yr spiritual, or a third category beyond the materialistic 
ind t ipiritual shat is its relationship to spirit and consciousness? 
e realt ( materialist dialectics: In "Natural Dialectics" Engels 
iriy pointed out that the contradictory sides of the magnet lie in the 
ltaneous presen f the north a uth poles. However, in the 
170' lentists discovered a case which possibly indicates a “magnetic 
Lé iaving only one pole, not two. Thus emerged such new problems 
is how t inalyze and interpret it with the law of the unity of opposites. 
| Marxist philosopt niy made qualitative descriptions of the laws of 
intitati ind qualitative changes. .- recent years the “abrupt change 
erged in the field of mathematics. This theory, by means of a 
itical models, explains and predicts the process of dis- 


realms of natural and social sciences. Possibly 
natical theory is not just qualitative, but furnishes the model 








, intcal thought r intellectual imita 

is philosophical issue. The development 
as raised man's pacity tf understanding to a 
rect perceptual activities by means of eyes, 

. “ ive Large numbers tr Instruments which 
ti i] evond those tT Chie sensory Organs ofr the 
ing evi Loy in's pac itv to 1 erstand 


’ syorlid. anen we observe an object with instru- 
elationship between the subject and the object ls 
ti tween the subiective and the objective? What are 
tf the subjective factor 


rn natural s ices and technology urgently 
workers to iy more modern natural sciences, 
losophical issues in natural sciences and form 
ince with the natural and social scientists. Only thus 
rrectly meet the new challenges of modern 


nri ind develop the Marxist philosophical systen. 
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